
 

 

 
 
The St Luke’s Annual Pledge Drive is here again… 
And I’m glad for the opportunity to tell a small piece of my story that relates to our pledging 
theme of: 
Help Thanks Wow 
 
_____________ 
________ 
I grew up as a Catholic in the 1950’s and fell away in my college years.  When 
our daughter was born in 1986, my wife and I found a happy spiritual home with 
the Unitarian-Universalists — and my daughter was brought up with good values, 
based on community… and on being kind and fair.   
 In the end, though, ‘community’ alone couldn’t sustain me.  I experienced 
an increasing urge to return to a Christ-centered church…  
 Around 5 or 6 years ago, I stumbled upon the St Luke’s website… and 
discovered a strikingly profound first sentence —> that read something like:  
“Nurtured in Jesus, we welcome radically…”   and  “We welcome everyone… 
rich or poor, black or white, gay or straight, young or old…”  It was a ‘wow’ 
moment for me. 
  I attended my first St Luke’s service shortly thereafter - and I’ve never 
looked back.  Yes, I was warmly welcomed by everyone that first day (with 
special thanks to Carol Kokesh and Kay Gresham)… I still feel welcomed, each 
time I gather here…  
 More than that, though, I love that our wonderful St Luke’s congregation 
is radically welcoming to everyone… yes, to our fellow congregants; but also to 
visitors; and also, in part through our many outreach programs, welcoming to 
those in our larger community, especially those in need and those 
marginalized…  including immigrant families; including those returning home 
from prison.   
 I am proud and thankful to be a part of a spiritual family that works hard, in 
these many ways, to live their faith, to follow Jesus. 
 For me, the WOW is that  what looks like HELPING - in the giving of my 
time, treasure, and talent - turns out to merely be an opportunity to say 
THANKS…  Thanks to God for all the many blessings I’ve received in this life… 
and for the many great relationships that I’ve formed, here at St. Luke’s… and 
beyond. 
 
       —Bill, for October 6, 2019 
__________________ 


