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November 2019 
 

Help! Thanks! Wow! 
 

Our annual Every Member Canvass campaign is well underway and we have enjoyed several fun 

events together from an intimate gathering at Croasdaile to a delicious Italian dinner and Soup and 

Salad luncheon in Johnson Hall.  We continue to explore this year’s theme based on Anne Lamott’s 

book Help, Thanks, Wow:  The Three Essential Prayers.  During each event, several parishioners 

shared their prayers bringing us closer as a worship community.   
 

We have two remaining EMC events in November and would love to see the entire congregation on 

November 3rd.  Please turn in your pledge card on November 3rd or any time prior to our 

ingathering on November 10th.  If we don’t receive a card, we will reach out to you! 
 

November 3  Breakfast Potluck in Johnson Hall at 9:00AM.   

November 10  Ingathering and Presentation of Pledges for Blessing 
 

In addition to sharing our personal prayers, we talked about St. Luke’s budget in narrative form 

and the needs for 2020.  
 

Help!  2019 pledges did not add up to the full budget needs.  Vestry had to continue budget cuts 

and pull from savings to balance the budget.  Additional funding for programs and ministries is 

crucial.  We have aging buildings and need to be able to cover current maintenance  as well as to 

increase savings to prepare for replacement needs.  Our 2020 goal is to increase overall pledges 

10% up to $400,000 including at least 10 new pledges.  Where does your gift fall in the chart 

below?  Can you increase your pledge to help St. Luke’s meet the budget needs?  Thanks for 

prayerfully considering your pledge for 2020 and continuing to support each other with your time, 

talent and treasure.  Let’s experience the Wow! that we can accomplish together!  

Many blessings, Hope Galunas and Sally Starrfield, co-chairs, Lisa D’Amico, Mike Henry , Kelley 

Lawton, Patty Michaels, Bob King, Helen Svoboda-Barber
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Godly Play training! 
 

If you would like to welcome children into our sacred space for Godly Play, please join us for a short 

refresher course on how to be a great door person. Just think of the joy in greeting each child with a smile 

as they enter our circle.  All are welcome!   
 

Sunday, November 10 from 11:30-12:30 in the Gray Building.   

For questions, please contact Laura, children-youth@stlukesdurham.org 

 

 

Youth Lock In! 
 

Calling all middle and high school youth to join us for a fun night of games, food and prepping for 

Alternative Gift Fair.  There will be more details to follow for youth families. 
 

Saturday, November 16 starting at 5pm in the youth room. 

 

 

All Things Advent,   
9am Sunday, November 24 

 

We are planning parish wide fun as we get ready for Advent one week early.  We hope you join us for a 

festive morning in Johnson Hall.   Everyone is welcome so bring your friends and family. We will have 

supplies for wreath making, crafts and lots of fun ways to move through the season of Advent as we 

prepare ourselves for the birth of the baby Jesus.  
 

If you would like to volunteer at this event or have greens that you can donate for wreath making, please 

contact Laura Thornton, children-youth@stlukesdurham.org 

 

 

Bibles to Third Graders 
 

Bibles will be presented to third graders on Sunday, November 17  Please notify the church office if you 

have a child in the third grade this year and would like him or her to receive a Bible, or if you 

have an older child who has never received a Bible and would like one. 

 

Vestry Elections  
 

This year's vestry elections will be on November 10.  According to our bylaws, only enrolled, confirmed 

Episcopalians (sixteen years of age or older) in good standing at St. Luke’s, are eligible to vote.  If you are 

a voting member of St. Luke’s, please plan on attending worship on November 10th to cast your ballot, 

and again on November 17th in case of a run-off. 

 

If you are a voting member unable to attend on November 10th because of illness, caregiving 

responsibilities, work schedule or travel you may request an absentee ballot from the church office.  

Ballots will be available by noon on Monday, November 4th (to allow for nominees from the floor on 

November 3rd).  In order to be counted, absentee ballots must be returned to Kathy in the church office 

before noon on Friday, November 8th. 
 

This year's schedule is as follows:   

 November 3  Nominations from the 

floor 

November 10  Election takes place 

November 17  Run-off election if needed 
 

The Vestry consists of twelve parishioners. Four are elected each year for a term of three years.  The 

group meets once a month with the clergy and treasurer.  The Vestry’s responsibilities include the 

financial affairs of the church as well as overseeing our various inward- and outward-looking ministries. 

mailto:children-youth@stlukesdurham.org
mailto:children-youth@stlukesdurham.org
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Every person nominated to run for the Vestry must be a baptized, confirmed, enrolled, and pledging 

member in good standing.  To be elected, a nominee must receive a majority of the votes from those 

voting. 
 

The following candidates will be running to serve on the Vestry from 2020 through 2022: 

Phoebe Brinskelle, Lisa D’Amico, Julia Hoyle, Eileen Morgan, Mari Nealson, Ted Triebel. 
 

In addition, we will be taking nominations from the floor at worship on November 3.  
 

Here are the nominees for Vestry, Class of 2022: 

 

Phoebe Brinskelle – A Tennessean by birth, I grew up in the Presbyterian Church.  (My 

brother is a Presbyterian Minister.) However, during college days I was curious about 

the Episcopal church and started visiting the local church. I found the service to be 

quiet, meditative and comforting.  After graduation, I went to DC to work and at that 

time was confirmed by Bishop Dun at the National Cathedral.  My work sent me to 

Santiago, Chile, where I was on the CIA staff of the US Embassy for two years. 
 

Many years later my husband Fred and I and our two children, Meg and Ed, came to 

Durham from Colorado where we had lived for 14 years. At first I did some substituting 

in Spanish, later an interpreter in a health clinic, a traveling Spanish teacher, and 

finally a full- time Spanish teacher at Merrick Moore.  My husband, Fred, and I quickly found our 

churches.  He is a devout Roman Catholic and is the Chairman of St. Matthew Cemetery Committee. I am 

an eight-o-clocker although I miss the music.  I found it beneficial to have an early quiet time before 

prepared for a week at school. 
 

During the years at St. Luke’s I have been on the food committee, member of ECW and President of ECW 

during which time we hosted the Diocesan ECW meeting. I helped in mailing newsletters, was an Altar 

Guild member and was a teacher of English to adults when St. Luke’s started its language education 

program, and lately organized crosses in the Kramer Room. 

 

Lisa D’Amico – My husband and I were both raised Catholic but were looking for a 

different way to worship. I walked into St. Luke’s one Sunday morning and John 

Santa met me at the door. He was so welcoming and reassuring that I knew this 

was the place for our new family. After that day, 20 years ago, we were blessed to 

have Bishop Johnson baptize all 3 of our girls and receive my husband and me into 

the Episcopal church.  
 

I have served two prior terms on Vestry and as Sr. Warden during the most recent 

term, on a rector Search Committee, on the Site Committee, as Yard Sale/ Auction 

Chair, and as a Sunday school teacher. Presently, I serve on the EMC and Finance 

committees but especially enjoy serving as Chalice Bearer, a role which truly 

humbles me. It is an honor to be able to assist in the Worship service this way. 
 

I am also currently very involved with the Latino Educational Achievement Partnership which St. Luke’s 

supports in so many ways!  

With a new youth minister in place, this is an exciting time at St. Luke's and I would welcome the 

opportunity to further serve as a member of the Vestry.  
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Julia Hoyle - My first visit to St. Luke’s was Labor Day weekend, 2012.  Smiling, 

welcoming people greeted us and I knew then that St. Luke’s would be our new 

church home.   

Anytime I enter its doors, whether empty or overflowing with people, I experience 

God in a deep and meaningful way.  After confirmation in 2013, I joined St. Luke’s 

choir and currently serve on the Outreach Committee, co-chair of the Maple Court 

Mission and have recently become a LEAP tutor.  As of January 2020, I will become 

Treasurer of St Luke’s. 
 

Recently I retired from Duke Cancer Institute as Clinical Trials Manager of 

Hematologic Malignancies-Adult Bone Marrow Transplant, building budgets, 

negotiating contractual payment terms and managing clinical data collection, regulatory/compliance 

requirements.   
 

Retirement has brought great joy to Patty Michaels and me as we both love to travel, play with our new 

pup, Charlie, spoil our great-nieces/nephews, and have been known to enjoy a morning scone and 

coffee at our nearby coffee shop. 

I look forward to bringing my listening and problem solving skills and financial acumen to the art of 
living our faith in church.  I believe in transparency between the vestry and the congregation, gathering 

all points of view and making sound, responsible decisions for the future of our church. 

 

 

Eileen Morgan - I first stepped in the doors of St. Luke's to attend a funeral of an in-

law of one of my staff members at Duke Hospital.  I was immediately impressed 

with the architecture which placed the people around the altar—the Lord's Table.  

Perhaps, not surprisingly, when I returned in 2008 looking for spiritual nurture—

which I was not finding in the Lutheran churches in Durham—I was still grieving the 

loss of my husband.  I was warmly welcomed that first day, invited to the Annual 

Meeting Potluck following the service, and I have been here ever since.  I was 

accepted into the Episcopal church by Bishop Curry in 2009.  Having been raised in 

the Lutheran branch of the Jesus Movement, the rhythm of the church year and 

liturgical worship are familiar and continue to nurture me.  Weekly sermons which 

challenge me to hear God's voice in new ways help me to grow.  In every group which I have been a part 

of at St. Luke's (Choir, Eucharistic Visitors, Chrismons Workshop, Adult Formation Committee, the Search 

Committee, Episcopalians United Against Racism) I have been blessed to give and receive compassion and 

care.  It has been my privilege to represent St. Luke's as a delegate to the Diocesan Convention (one year 

as an alternate and three years as a delegate).  I have also served as Vestry Clerk since April 2015.  If 

elected to the Vestry I pray for the wisdom and courage to help all of us at St. Luke's to live into our 

calling as members of the Body of Christ—the family of God.  Our world and our church are  going through 

times of change that are challenging, anxiety-producing and upset our equilibrium.  I pray that as a family 

we can find ways to give and take, let go and receive from one another as we face an unknown future 

knowing that Christ is with us to guide and bless us. 

 

Mari (Mars) Nealson - I grew up in the Episcopal Church, going to Sunday School, singing 

in the choir, serving as an acolyte, attending diocesan youth events and serving on the 

youth commission (now called the Chartered Committee for Youth). When my husband 

became the superintendent of Eno River State Park, we knew the house was about 

halfway between St. Luke’s and St. Matthew’s and figured we’d visit both. When Amy 

Duggins invited us to St. Luke’s, we decided to try it first…and never made it over to St. 

Matthew’s because of the warm welcome and rich children’s activities we found here.  My 

teenager, Elena, was baptized here and has grown through involvement in Godly Play, the 

St. Cecelia choir, and Youth Group. In 2020 they’ll head off to college, and I know they’ll 

find comfort in a lovingly made St. Luke’s prayer shawl! I have truly enjoyed volunteering 

with the youth group, chaperoning the youth at several Diocesan events, marching in the Pride Parade, 

serving as a lector/intercessor, and working at HUGS camp (run by our Diocese) with some of the youth 

from St. Luke’s; these activities have all helped me to grow in my faith.  I feel very honored to have been 
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asked to run for the vestry; and if elected, I hope to help St. Luke’s continue our pledge to “welcome 

radically, serve gratefully, and love abundantly.” 

 

 

Ted Triebel - I enjoyed a 29 year career in the Navy flying fighter aircraft, serving in 

the Pentagon, and holding various command positions.  Those years of public service 

to our country were eventful and instructive.  After Navy retirement, for 10 years I 

taught classes at Duke University dealing with U.S. national security policy. 
 

I started coming to St. Luke's in 2000 and was struck with the friendliness, spiritual 

atmosphere and the many parishioners who were faithfully engaged in various 

ministries.  To my pleasant surprise, I also discovered that Jim Craven was a Naval 

Academy classmate!  It was easy to become involved:  I did a couple Belize mission 

trips; joined our very first Faith Team (2013), and continue to serve with dedicated 

parishioners in that important ministry; spent the last 5 years on the Outreach 

Steering committee; am annually involved with Spring Fling as truck driver and pick-

up/delivery guy; show up with others for designated grounds sprucing days (fun to meet others); and 

served on the Vestry once.  I'm also currently on the Finance Committee. 
 

Where is St. Luke's headed? And why? And how?  The answers to these important questions rest 

primarily with our congregation, with guidance from our Diocese.  Episcopal Bishop Curry preached 

about “going to Galilee,” meeting the world outside our walls, to “walk humbly with God like Jesus.”  I 

believe that's a notable, overarching road map going forward. 
 

Lastly, it seems to me that scripture calls us to welcome the stranger, promote hospitality and seek 

justice.  If elected I'll do my best, with you, to do that. 

 

 

Diocesan Convention 
 
Our clergy team and delegates Phillip Bass, Hillary Bruce and Bobbie Hendrix will be St. Luke’s representatives at the 
204th Diocesan Convention in Winston-Salem November 21-23.  More information about the convention can be found 
here: https://www.dionc.org/Diocese/governance-convention.html  
 
 

“Emmanuel” Movie and Discussion 
 

All are invited to attend a special screening of the movie “Emmanuel: The Untold Story of the Victims and 

Survivors of the Charleston Church Shooting” at 7pm on Thursday, November 21 in the Salem Ballroom of 

the Benton Convention Center in Winston-Salem.  After the movie, we will have a panel discussion 

including one of the survivors.  This screening is a prelude to Diocesan Convention which begins in the 

same room the next morning.   

Arts At St. Luke’s 2019-2020 

Sunday, November 3, 3:00.  AN AFTERNOON WITH PIANIST STANTON LANIER is 
presented as a time of celebration and reflection as Stanton Lanier engages the 

audience with his piano compositions and entertaining commentary. In observance 

of All Saints’ Day (November 1), the program will include remembering those who 

have died and whose influence reverberates through us and others. Mr. Lanier’s 

stirring and tranquil music delivers hope and healing, and has been heard on 

Spotify, Apple Music/iTunes, Pandora, YouTube, Sirius-XM Spa, Music Choice, Soundscapes and more. His 

non-profit organization, Music to Light the World, regularly donates CDs to cancer patients and those in 

need of spiritual refreshment. No ticket is required, but donations to Music to Light the World and St. 

Luke’s will be greatly appreciated. To donate or to learn more, visit www.stantonlanier.com.  

 

 

https://www.dionc.org/Diocese/governance-convention.html
http://www.stantonlanier.com/
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Pedals, Pipes and Pizza  

 Saturday, Feb 1, 10am 

Presented by the Durham/Chapel Hill Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
 

Choral Evensong: Early Music Ensemble of Durham and St. Luke’s Choir 

Sunday, Mar 22, 5pm 

 

Triangle Gay Men’s Chorus 

Sunday, May 17, 4pm 

 

 

Gregorian Chant Vespers 
 

At 6:00 on the first Sunday each month, a small group of singers gathers at St. Luke's to sing Vespers - 

the ancient service of evening prayer - in Latin, and using Gregorian Chant.  The service lasts about 30 

minutes, and includes sung psalms hymns and prayers.  All are welcome to come and pray with us -- 

either coming to sing the service, or to pray with us.   

 

On November 3 we will do the Vespers for All Saints.  For more information, please email Jack Mitchell 

(jmitchell.nc@gmail.com).  
 

From the Deacon’s Bench 

For me, the most poignant moments in the Academy Awards or the Emmys are when they list 

those who had passed away during the year – the memoriam.  It’s always a moving tribute to 

actors and production staff who made or contributed to memorable movies and TV shows we 

remember and treasure.  

 

On November 1st, we celebrate All Saints Day. There is a beauty about All Saints Day. We remember not 

just those old, dusty saints who supposedly did things like drive snakes out of Ireland or who blessed the 

animals. But, our own, personal saints, people who crossed our paths and inspired us, left us too soon, 

and who we miss dearly. 

 

Our faith professes that when we die, we too join in the communion of saints. We don’t earn a place there 

by our perfect lives or our great acts. We will find ourselves there because of God’s love and grace.  

 

But for now, we are here, and we are, as Martin Luther once said, still both saints and sinners. Sometimes 

a little more of one than the other. And all the people who are around us are too. And yet, despite all the 

demands and frustrations in life, some people do truly saint-like things that change the lives of those 

around them. They become the people who show us God’s love and grace and goodness. They inspire our 

faith. They lead us to live good lives. They show us what is truly important. They give, so that others may 

live more fully. And when they leave this world, they leave a big hole in our hearts and we miss them 

deeply. On All Saints Day we raise their memories up and we look beyond to where they are already All 

Saints. 

 

So, who are the saints you remember? Who helped to shine the light of God just a little more in your life? 

Your parents? A neighbor? The clergy? A school teacher? The person whose quiet faith caused her to make 

things a little brighter for everyone around her? The person who came to your help when everything in 

your life had fallen apart, and who picked you up and helped you get back on your feet? The one who 

fought for what was right when everyone else was too fearful? 

 

They were all saints. And because of them we remembering the little things they did that inspired faith in 

us and remembering them is good. 

 

But, who will remember us as saints one day? And why? In the end, the best remembrances of us won’t 

be about our portfolio balances. They won’t be about how big our houses were, or whether we made Vice 

mailto:jmitchell.nc@gmail.com
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President. They won’t be about how much stuff we accumulated throughout our lives or the type of cars 

we drove. They will be this: how much we uplifted, loved, and gave of ourselves. 

 

The ones who remember you will remember your generosity first. They will remember your love of them. 

They will remember your friendship and support. They will remember the ways you took what you had and 

used it to help others. They will remember the ways you concerned yourself more with giving away what 

you had, rather than holding on to what you wanted to keep for yourself. In the end, there is no clearer 

indication that God’s grace is at work in you than your willingness to serve the needs of others before your 

own. We never know what exactly our legacy will be, and we never know how it will bless us in the most 

unexpected ways.   

We are not yet saints. But we believe we may be one day. And wherever those whom we love, may they 

remember how we tried our best to be saints amongst them. And, may they forgive us our mistakes and 

remember more our light. But for now, let us take a moment and name in our hearts those who were 

saints to us. Create your own memoriam list, picture them, and give thanks for the saints who were.  

 

In Grace and Peace, Deacon Dan + 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2019 Maple Court Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

St. Luke’s will sponsor dinner at Maple Court on Tuesday, November 26 at 1:00 PM.  

Traditionally we provide the dishes of food, set up the meal and serve the Veterans as 

they have honorably served us.   
 

Look for the sign-up sheet in the Sprague Room.  For more information, please contact 

Patty Michaels at pmichaels45@gmail.com or Julia Hoyle at jehoyle@gmail.com. 

 

 

Newcomers Luncheon November 17 
 

The Newcomers Committee is hosting a Newcomers luncheon on November 17 after the 10:30am service 

in Johnson Hall. We are excited to have the newcomers join us for a casual lunch. We want to connect 

with these newcomers and answer any questions they may have about St. Luke’s. We will be inviting 

leaders and clergy to the luncheon so that they also can meet the Newcomer’s and introduce their 

ministries. 
 

If you are a Newcomer and want to attend the luncheon, please sign up in the Sprague Room. The 

Newcomers Committee will be specifically inviting the Newcomers that we have identified, and look 

forward to all that want to join us. 

 

Lector and Intercessor Training 
 

Calling all current Lectors and Intercessors and anyone wanting to join this group: Please attend a 

Speaker's Training Course from 11:30-12:45 in the nave on Sunday, November 10th.  The Rev'd Susan 

Bennett will be leading this session full of practical tips to make your voice heard in our 

space.  We hope all speakers will attend!   

 

 

 

mailto:pmichaels45@gmail.com
mailto:jehoyle@gmail.com
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Lots of ways to support LEAP right now! 
 

The school year is rolling at LEAP and there are lots of ways you can support our students.  
 

1) We are looking for volunteer tutors to help our bright, motivated students become better readers. 

Tutors meet with students (one-on-one) Tuesdays and/or Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm and/or 6:30 - 7:30 

pm at St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1737 Hillandale Road, Durham. Tutors are supported by a reading 

specialist and use an on-line curriculum that leads children through games, activities and reading 

exercises. Tutors do not need to speak Spanish and no experience is required.  
 

2) Volunteer in our preschool one morning/week as a teaching assistant. Teaching assistants help our 

teachers by preparing the children’s snacks, cleaning up – and playing! No experience or Spanish needed.  
 

2) Link your VIC card at Harris Teeter with LEAP.  Harris Teeter will donate a percentage of what you 

spend on their brands to LEAP at no cost to you. You can link your card at the service desk or make a free 

account and link online (www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-account ).  
 

For more information or to apply, visit durhamleap.org. 

 

It's time to sign up for  
The Jingle Bell LEAP!! 

 

On December 7th, 250 runners and walkers  (including a large group of St Lukers) will take over the 

American Tobacco Trail for the annual 5k Walk/Run to benefit LEAP!  
 

St Luke’s supports LEAP in so many ways and last year they were a show of FORCE at the Jingle 

Bell LEAP fundraiser as well! Sign up to make this year's team even bigger! To register visit , 

https://tinyurl.com/yxw7xz84. Be sure to pick your size of Jingle Bell LEAP t-shirt too! 
 

Thanks to all who run, walk, donate, tutor, assist in the PreK, and for the use of the school! We 

ARE making a difference in these kids lives! Visit durhamleap.org if you would like to tutor (we have kids 

on our waiting list just waiting for you!), take a tour, or donate to help our LEAP children!  
 

See Sally Starrfield, Lisa D'Amico or Rector Helen for more information about LEAP or the Jingle Bell 

LEAP.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-account
https://tinyurl.com/yxw7xz84
http://durhamleap.org/
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A Day in the Life of St. Luke’s 
 

St. Luke’s campus is a lively place throughout the week.  One mid-day in October Helen was struck by the 

many ways we are offering a radical welcome to our space.  LEAP families were picking up their kids at the 

end of the preschool day.  Members were welcoming visitors into our Pumpkin Patch where children ran 

and played with delight as parents carefully selected their fall decor.  And twenty-plus Executive Directors 

from Episcopal Service Corps from around the country spread out on our campus carefully looking at 

many places at St. Luke’s with new eyes and taking photos.  I was so curious, I asked what they were up 

to.  Their leader had given them the prompt to find something that represented a threshold or transition 

that felt meaningful to them, and to share the photo and what it meant to them.  Here are a few 

snapshots from that day (photos and reflections by Aleta Payne and Kelsey Rice Bogdan): 

 

 
 

Memorial Wall - “The liminal spaces between life and death, light and shadow, caught me. I don't know 

how the light falls in that space on your campus as the day progresses, but in that particular moment, it 

was striking.” 

 

 

Air Conditioning Wall -  "When we assume a separation between the sacred and secular, we forget all the 

ways in which the two come together to form a whole in our everyday experience. Here the cross at the 

threshold between the church and its HVAC system [at least I think that's what it was] suggests the ways 

in which the sacred blesses the mundane, and the mundane offers a space for those sacred moments." 
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2019 St. Luke’s Alternative Gift Fair 
 

Help others in the Durham community, 
 across the country and around the world. 

 

Don’t know what to give someone special?  

Why not make a donation in honor of that family member or friend to a wonderful organization that is 

making the world a better place.  Many organizations have been represented in the past at St. Luke’s 

Alternative Gift Fair. The Fair is scheduled for December 8 and December 15, 8:30 a.m. – 12 noon. Check 

out St. Luke’s Facebook page or www.stlukesdurham.org. 
 

Just a few of the organizations you can support include:  Habitat for Humanity, Heifer International, Meals 

on Wheels, Share Your Christmas, Holy Cross Foundation (school in Belize), Threshold, H.E.L.P. You’re 

sure to find one that will touch your heart!   
    Tom and Holly Hunt 

Share Your Christmas 
 

The Share your Christmas tree will be up in the Sprague Room beginning November 24, so we can take 

advantage of “Black Friday” pre-Christmas sales.  Please consider extending a helping hand to 

neighbors in need by taking a tag from the tree and purchasing a gift.   
 

If you know of individuals or families who could benefit from our Share Your Christmas effort, 

please contact one of the clergy.   
 

If you would like to help with gift wrapping or delivery, contact Bill or Carol Charping (919-489-8421; 

bizzocharping@earthlink.net).   
 

Look for more details in the weekly bulletins later in November.  

 

Acknowledgement of Ancestral Lands 
 

This summer I was blessed to attend the quadrennial conference of Diakonia of the Americas and the 

Caribbean (DOTAC) held at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, BC.  The theme of the 

conference was:  Respecting Covenant – Risking the Journey toward Reconciliation.  Canadian diaconal 

communities led us in learning about justice issues around three themes:  Indigeneity, Eco-Justice and 

Global Migration.   
 

Each day we began the day with an acknowledgement of the ancestral lands on which we were meeting.  

This acknowledgement has become an important “ritual” which is part of the Canadian journey toward 

anti-racism.  We cannot undo injustices done in the past, but justice work today begins with the truth 

about our history.  
  

Here's an example from the first full day of the conference: “We acknowledge that we gather this morning 

for worship, study and business sessions on land that has been cared for by the Musqueam people since 

time immemorial.  We thank them for welcoming us here and helping us to begin our work in a good way 

last evening. Let us walk with respect on this traditional, ancestral and un-ceded territory.”  

 

At a break-out session on Healing Circles, an indigenous woman pastor asked us to introduce ourselves 

and name the ancestral lands on which we were born and/or now live.  I introduced myself as a person 

born and raised on the ancestral lands of the Arapahoe (now called the state of Colorado) and now living 

on the ancestral lands of the Occaneechi (now call Durham, NC).  I found this practice to be extremely 

helpful to me as a part of my anti-racism journey.  This simple practice reminds me that I owe much of 

my wealth to the fact that my ancestors received a “leg up” by receiving lands stolen from native peoples 

and I currently live on land that once nourished and sustained people who no longer benefit from the 

blessing of this land.  After I got home I did some more research about the people who inhabited the area 

of Durham and contacted the Occaneechi band of the Saponi Nation to clarify.  They told me that indeed, 

the Occaneechi and the Eno bands of the Saponi Nation inhabited lands that now include the city and 

county of Durham. 

http://www.stlukesdurham.org/
mailto:bizzocharping@earthlink.net
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If we were to start a meeting or worship service today in Durham we might say:  We acknowledge that we 

gather to meet/worship on the ancestral land of the Occaneechi and Eno bands of the Saponi Nation.  We 

thank them for caring for and respecting this land.  Let us walk with respect on these traditional, ancestral 

lands.   
 

As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables this year, I encourage you to begin your celebrations with a 

similar acknowledgement.  Give thanks for the respect for all of creation that our indigenous sisters and 

brothers share with us and give thanks for the opportunity to live more fully into our baptismal covenant 

to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

Eileen Morgan 

 

Reminder: 
Daylight Savings Time Ends November 3 

 

 
 
 

Communicating With Your Wardens 
 

If you need to reach either the Senior or Junior Warden, please use email.  Since both wardens work 

full time and are sometimes unable to answer calls during the business day, email is the preferred 

method of communication.  Emails will be returned within 48 hours.  If there is an immediate need 

please call or text either warden.  The wardens will respond to calls as soon as possible. 
 

Phillip Bass phillipbass74@gmail.com or 919-210-4627 

Amy Kiser akiser3@nc.rr.com or  

919-328-9100 

 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for all the guidance, love and support you gave me during Steve’s decline and passing. 

       Frances Hite 

 

 

Treasurer Reflections 
 

Things continue to go well with an operating surplus of about $35,000. Last year at this time we had an 

almost $3,000 deficit. 
 

Work has begun on the 2020 budget, and the first draft will be presented to the Vestry in November. 

Please prayerfully consider increasing your pledge so that the 2020 budget can fully fund the needs of 

our church. 
 

Please make sure to turn in your pledge cards by November 10. 
 

Nancy Usher Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:phillipbass74@gmail.com
mailto:akiser3@nc.rr.com
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Wardens Prayer Time   
 

St. Luke’s wardens meet to pray using the Anglican Rosary Sundays at 9:40 in the side chapel.  

We pray for St. Luke’s community, those on our prayer list, our clergy, readers, etc.  All are 

welcome to join us in this weekly exercise of prayer.  

 

 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

We meet on Tuesday, November 12 in the Kramer Room 9:30 – 11 a.m. Join us. Drop-

ins are welcome. The prayer shawls and chemo caps we make are not just for St. 

Lukers. If you know someone in need of either, they are available at no cost in the 

church office – just ask.  

 

 

Men of St. Luke’s Dinner! 
 

Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, November 19, with BYO dinner at 7 p.m. in Johnson Hall.  We’ll 

provide dessert.  Afterward there’s time for talk.  Please let us know if you are interested or 

have questions.  Call Mark Karengin at 408-921-2249.  Looking forward to seeing you all! 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
 

Our monthly Thursday gathering will be held at 7 a.m. on November 21 in Johnson Hall.  All 

men are welcome.  Bring some breakfast food to share – or just bring yourself! 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
 

All women of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
 

We welcome you to our Episcopal Church Women’s group which is working to Educate and Serve our 

women and in turn our Families and Community.   
 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 20 from 10:00 to 11:00 in our spacious and comfortable 

Kramer Room!  Come to listen or talk.  Refreshments will be provided. 

Janelle Stroschein, 408-425-1472 or jms042003@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Blue Christmas: 
A worship service of remembrance and hope. December 11, 2019 6:00 PM 

 

Christmas can be a sorrowful time, rather than a season of joy, as some of us grieve the 

deaths of loved ones or other losses we have suffered during the year.  For those of us 

experiencing loneliness, sadness and loss, this time of year can be difficult— we can feel 

singled out by the programmed happiness of “the most wonderful time of the year!” But 

we are not alone. Many people experience at least some sadness and loss in this season. The quiet liturgy 

of the Blue Christmas prayer service on Wednesday evening, Dec 11 at 6:00 in the nave offers a space in 

which we can offer our sorrows to God and receive assurance that we are not alone. 
 

Please join us in a simple worship of song, readings and reflection of God’s hope for us and presence with 

us in feeling what we feel. All are welcome! 

 

mailto:jms042003@gmail.com
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Please Update Your Parish Directory 
  

Please update your 2019 directory.  If you see anything that needs correcting or is missing, please contact 

the church office, parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org or 919-286-2273. 
 

Sally Hodges-Copple 

501 Willard St. Apt 238 

Durham, 27701 

 

Nealson Family 

(Keith, Mars, El) 

1518 Bramble Dr. 

Durham, NC  27712 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Deadline for the December newsletter is November 17. 

 

 

St. Luke’s E-Mail 
 

To add yourself to the e-mailing list, simply visit the page http://stlukesdurham.org and follow the prompt 

at the bottom of the home page “To subscribe for more....” You may hit unsubscribe at the bottom of any 

of our emails to have your name taken off the list. 

 

 

Access ACS: 
Online directory, giving record & more 

 

If you do not have a sign-on for Access ACS,  

Go to:  https://goo.gl/L0JUu3  

1.    Click “Need a Login?”. 

2.    Enter your email address, first name and last name.  The suffix field is optional.  When you have 

entered the information, click the Register button.  Note: Your First Name, Last Name and email address 

MUST match with our database or you will not be given an account. Please contact the office if you are not 

sure which email address you gave us.  

3.    When you have received a confirmation email, return to the Access ACS link given above in this email 

and enter the username and password sent to you by email in the fields provided. 

 

 

 

 

Parish Register 
 

For those who have died:  Mac McFarland, father of Kate Bruce; “Aunt Ollie” Stella Olive Muzicka, aunt of 

Carol Charping. 

 

We welcome those who were born:  Grace Katherine Cerneka, daughter of Peter and Katie Cerneka, 

granddaughter of Peter and Marleen Taflan; Clara June Steinberger, daughter of Paul Steinberger and 

Mary Catherine Hendrix, granddaughter of Bobbie Hendrix. 

 

We welcome by confirmation:  El Nealson. 

 

 

mailto:parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org
http://stlukesdurham.org/
https://goo.gl/L0JUu3


 14 

We pray for those having birthdays during the month of November: 

1 – John Hodges-Copple 

3 – Tom Barber, III, Bobbie Hendrix,  

       Eric Lassiter 

5 – Kate Bruce 

6 – Joan Hodges 

10 – Peter Taflan, 

     Marlys Ray 

12 – Ted Triebel, Lera Williams 

13 – Ken Duke 

16 – Wilbur Longmire 

17 – Timothy Duke 

19 – Keith Nealson 

21 – Gregory O’Toole, Teddy Blalock 

24 – Dick Hammond, LaRue Dedrick, 

         Amelia Svoboda-Barber 

26 – John Cline   

28 – Maggie Young 

29 – J Bass, Shawn Svoboda-Barber 
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Ministries this Month 
 

November 3 (Daylight Savings Time Ends) 

EV – Sue Campbell 

8 am Chalice – Barbara Longmire 

8 am Acolyte – Jan Freeman  

8 am Lector – Janet Ramsey 

8 am Intercessor – Janet Ramsey 

10 a.m. Service  

Chalice – Terrie Blalock, Lisa D’Amico 

Lectors – Babs Wise, Carol Freund 

Intercessor – Nancy Mamlin 

Crucifer – Amelia Svoboda-Barber 

Verger – Mike Henry 

Ushers – Bill Mahony, Randy Griffin   

Greeters – Mark Karengin, Bill Callahan, Patricia LeMoine 

Altar Guild – E. June Santa, Cindy Henry, Bill and Valleri Callahan, Grams Gutknecht, Kay Gresham, Ila 

Hurley 

 

November 10 

EV – Eileen Morgan 

8 am Chalice – Barbara Longmire 

8 am Acolyte – Lizbeth Videau 

8 am Lector – Elizabeth Witherspoon 

8 am Intercessor – Elizabeth Witherspoon 

10 a.m. Service  

Chalice – Mike Henry, John Yarbrough 

Lectors – Annabeth Bass, Mary Etta King 

Intercessor – Mars Nealson 

Crucifer – Elyse Emory 

Verger – Lisa D’Amico 

Ushers – Bill Gutknecht, Bill Callahan 

Greeters – Nancy Wyman, Nora Hammond, Bob Moore 

Altar Guild – Nora Hammond, Beth Bonner, Henry Stancil, Mark Karengin, Janelle Stroschein, Marcia 

Slaughter 
 

November 17 

EV – Bill Gutknecht   

8 am Chalice – Lisa D’Amico 

8 am Acolyte – Randy Griffin 

8 am Lector – Manfred Emmrich  

8 am Intercessor – Elaine Scagnelli 

10 a.m. Service  

Chalice – Kelly Rimer-Surles, Patty Michaels 

Lectors – Kelly Rimer-Surles, Shawn Svoboda- 

Barber 

Intercessor – Mark Karengin 

Crucifer – Elijah Emory 

Verger – Patty  Michaels 

Ushers – Paul Surratt, Nora Hammond 

Greeters – Bill and Grams Gutknecht, Steve 

and LaRue Dedrick 

Altar Guild – Joanne Hooker, Debbie Carter, 

Hetty Kaiserlik, Martha Lassiter, LaRue 

Dedrick, Lera Williams 
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November 24 – Christ the King Sunday 

EV – Hope Galunas 

8 am Chalice – John Willard 

8 am Acolyte – Lizbeth Videau 

8 am Lector – Barbara Longmire 

8 am Intercessor – Barbara Longmire 

10 a.m. Service  

Chalice – Randy Griffin, John Yarbrough 

Lectors – Karen Gray, E. June Santa 

Intercessor – Eileen Morgan  

Crucifer – Luke Svoboda-Barber 

Verger – Patty Michaels 

Ushers – Babs Wise, Rich Kells 

Greeters – Joe and Hetty Kaiserlik, Craig and 

Hope Galunas 

Altar Guild – Mary Jane Moore, Hope Galunas, 

Peter Kariher, Kelley Lawton, John and Jean 

Willard, Denise Beaver 

 

 

December 1 – Advent I 

EV – tba 

8 am Chalice – Elaine Scagnelli 

8 am Acolyte – Jan Freeman    

8 am Lector – Elizabeth Witherspoon 

8 am Intercessor – Elizabeth Witherspoon 

10 a.m. Service  

Chalice – Mike Henry, Patty Michaels 

Lectors – Nancy Wyman, Bobbie Hendrix 

Intercessor – Joan Hodges 

Crucifer – Caroline Babb 

Verger – Patty Michaels 

Ushers – Bob Moore, Paul Surratt 

Greeters – Rimer-Surles family 

Altar Guild – Nora Hammond, Beth Bonner, 

Henry Stancil, Mark Karengin, Janelle 

Stroschein, Marcia Slaughter 

 

November Coffee Hour – Beth Bonner 

Offering counters for November – Julie Hege, 

Jean Willard  
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St. Luke’s at a Glance – November 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

HE = Holy Eucharist 
HR= Healing Rite 
MP = Morning Prayer 
 
 

JH=Johnson Hall 
KR=Kramer Room 
GB=Gray Bldg. 
N = Nave 
 

SR=Sprague Rm  
CC=Children’s  
   Chapel  
MR=Music Rm JH 

   1 
 
9 am Diocesan 
ECW Annual Mtg – 
JH 

2  8 am Work Day 
9 am Diocesan ECW 
Annual Mtg – JH 
9 am Altar Guild set 
up -  Nave 

3 Daylight Savs Ends 
8 & 10 HE & HR  
9 am Choir Reh. 
9 EMC Breakfast JH 

11:15 St. Cecilia MR, 
Musikgarten, Arts & 
Faith – CC, Youth - GB 
1:30 Girl Scouts GB 
3 pm Stanton Lanier   
Piano Recital  

4 
 
9:30 am EfM – KR 
6 pm OAR 
Durham - JH 
6 pm PCC - KR 
7 pm Outreach KR 

5  
 
6:30 Tutor GB 

6 
12:10 pm HE 
5 pm Anathoth Farm 
CSA pickup – 
Breezeway 
6:30 Girl Scouts GB 
7 pm Choir 

7 
11:30 EUAR - JH 
6:15 Grief Group KR 
6:30 pm Tutor GB 
6:30 5th Yr Bk 
Group – KR 

8  
 
8 am Dementia 
Inclusive Durham 
– JH 
 
 

9 
 
9 am Altar Guild set 
up - Nave 
3 pm Joyner - JH 

10  8 & 10 HE & HR 
    Vestry Election 
9 am Adult Forum KR 
9 am Choir Reh 
11:15 St. Cecilia, 
Musikgarten, Arts & 
Faith – MR, CC, JH 
Youth – GB 
11:30 Godly Play 
Training – GB 
4 pm Joyner – JH 

11 
 
9:30 am EfM - KR 
6:30 pm Finance 
Cte - KR 
 

 

12 
 
9:30 am Prayer 
Shawl – KR 
Noon – Clericus – 
JH 
6:30 Tutor GB 
 

13 
11 am HE at 
Croasdaile 
12:10 pm HE  
5 pm Anathoth Farm 
CSA pickup – 
Breezeway 
5:45 pm Arts Cte-JH 
7 pm Choir 
 

14 
6:30 pm Tutor GB 
6:30 5th Yr Bk 
Group – KR 

15 
 

16 
 
5 pm Youth Lock In – 
  JH, GB 

17 

Newsletter Deadline 
8 & 10 HE & HR 

9 am Choir Reh 
9 am Adult Forum KR 
11:15 St. Cecilia MR 
11:30 Bk Group KR 
   Newcomer Lunch JH 
1:30 Girl Scouts GB 

18 
 
9:30 am EfM – KR 
6:30 pm Vestry 
KR 
 

19 
 
6:30 pm Tutor - 
GB 
7 pm Men’s 
Dinner - JH 
 

20 
10 am ECW - KR 
12:10 pm HE 
1 pm Staff Mtg KR 
5 pm Anathoth Farm 
CSA pickup – 
Breezeway 
6:30 Girl Scouts GB 
7 pm Choir 
7pm Evangelism KR 

21 
 
7 am Men’s 
Fellowship 
Breakfast – JH 
4 pm LEAP - JH 
6:30 pm Tutor GB 
6:30 5th Yr Bk 
Group – KR 

22 
 
12:30 pm 
Chrismon 
Workshop – KR 
 
Diocesan 
Convention – 
Winston Salem 

23 
 
9 am Altar Guild Set 
up – Nave 
 
Diocesan Convention 
– Winston Salem 

24  
9 All things Advent JH  
8 & 10 a.m. HE & HR  
9 Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 St Cecilia MR, 
Arts & Faith - Nave 

25 
9:30 am EfM – KR 
6 – Parish Council 
JH 
7 Outreach - KR 

26 
 
Maple Court 
Thanksgiving 
 

27 
11 am HE at 
Croasdaile 
12:10 HE 
5 – Anathoth Farm 
  CSA pickup 

28 

 
 
Office closed 

29 
Office closed 

30 
10 Greening of 
Church and Polishing 
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the art of living your faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Core Values 
The Art of Living Your Faith means welcoming all to experience God through... 

Worship (Rooted in Episcopal Liturgy and open to new ways of sharing our faith) 

Community (Building relationship, Respecting differences, Working together) 

Outreach (Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to serve Durham and North Carolina and the world) 

Compassionate Caring (Being with one another in both joys and sorrows) 

Growing in Christ (at all ages and stages) 
 

Vision and Mission Statements 

Vision: With God’s love and law written in our hearts, 
and drawing from the well of Christ’s living water, 

we strive to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 
Mission: Nurtured in Jesus, we welcome radically, serve gratefully, and love abundantly. 

 

St. Luke’s Staff 
Rector:  The Rev. Dr. Helen Svoboda-Barber; rector@stlukesdurham.org  

Priest Associate:   The Rev. James B. Craven, III; jbc64@mindspring.com  

Deacon:  The Rev. Dn. Dan Laird; deacon@stlukesdurham.org  

Parish Administrator:  Kathy Barnes; parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org  

Music Director/Organist:  Kaye Saunders; kascarolina@gmail.com  

Nursery/Sunday Building Assistant:  Carol Joyner; cbear1872@gmail.com  

Children and Youth:  The Rev. Laura Thornton;  children-youth@stlukesdurham.org  

Vestry: vestry@stlukesdurham.org  

Class of 2019 – Phillip Bass, Jan Freeman, Bobbie Hendrix, Cindy Henry  

Class of 2020 – Bill Gutknecht, Julie Hege, John Hodges-Copple, Bob Moore 
Class of 2021 – Steve Dedrick, Amy Kiser, Kelley Lawton, Bill Yarger 

All contact information available on ACS. See page 11 for access. 
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