
 

 

Summary of Children and Youth ministries 2021 
 
 As 2021 began, we saw the roll out for COVID vaccines across the world. 
However, children and youth were not approved to get the vaccine yet, so we made 
plans to continue all of our online ministries. 
 
 Godly Play stories were recorded and posted on Facebook each week. I 
continued to reach out to families through email, text messages, phone calls and 
Facebook. We planned a summer program of three mini retreat days that families could 
do online or in person. These were designed to give families time to look back on the 
impact COVID had had so far and create a family mission going forward. There were 
games and activities planned for three Saturdays (one per month) through the summer.  
Unfortunately, we had no families register to attend. It was hard to have put so much 
energy into the planning, then have to cancel, but it was a clear indication that families 
were not ready to participate in person and that they had had enough of virtual events.  
 
 The NC diocese had a fun postcard project over the summer and all St. Luke’s 
children and youth got a postcard each week with prayers, activities and ways to help 
the planet.  
 
 Most of our young children (ages 4-10) had not been vaccinated yet, so the 
decision was made to continue online Godly Play until October 1. At that point we 
began in person Sunday school meeting outside, masked and distanced for the entire 
worship time on Sunday mornings. This allowed parents to go to church and children to 
have a formation time without entering the church. At the end of November, as the 
weather got colder, we moved inside Johnson Hall were we could continue to distance 
from each other and hear our Godly Play stories. We had 7 children participating, but 
not all on every Sunday. The average was 2-3.  
 
 Youth group met on Zoom each Sunday night from Jan - May. We had our check 
in with each other, prayed together and played games online. We had a mix of students, 
some of whom had returned to in person school and others still doing remote learning at 
home. They were struggling with the extended pandemic, missing friends, etc. They 
also found great joy in sharing family projects, celebrations and pets with the group!  
 
 In the summer we planned in person events once a month, so we could get 
together and continue building relationships. We had an outdoor movie night, went 
kayaking on the Eno, and had a game night in Johnson Hall. In September we had a 
large group gather for an outdoor bonfire to say farewell to the Svoboda-Barber family.  
 
 In October, we began meeting in person each week after worship.  We cleaned 
the youth room in the Gray Building, adding some original new artwork!  We got an air 
hockey table that was a huge hit!  We have had 5 youth participating, but not all on 
every Sunday.  I think much of our momentum was lost when we had to stop meeting in 
Dec and Jan.  
 
 
 
Some other highlights: 



 

 

-Delivering cookies for Easter 
-Seeing several families for our outdoor Easter services 
-Starting to get and give hugs when families were ready! 
-Spending a beautiful summer day kayaking on the river 
-Hearing volunteers get excited to tell Godly Play stories and hang out with youth 
-Seeing amazing things our children and youth were doing on Facebook 
-Having the guy who delivered the air hockey table say, “You don’t owe me anything, 
my wife and I decided to donate it to your youth group.”  
 
While 2021 saw regular emails going out to families each week, I got very little response 
back. As we have moved to in person worship and the numbers are so low, it is clear 
that families are not ready to come back. This is not unique to St. Luke’s. I have heard 
from many congregations and from parents that they are overwhelmed, depressed, 
exhausted from two years of pandemic. It was hard enough to get to church before 
COVID hit, but now it seems even more difficult. I hope as we look ahead to the 
direction St. Luke’s is going, we will carefully consider families and intentionally engage 
them in the future of our parish. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Thornton 3-3-2022 


