
Interim Rector’s Report 

 

Dear St. Luke’s friends, 

 

Although I only started my sojourn with you on the 1
st
 of January 2022, I wanted to offer a word 

about how I have encountered St. Luke’s so far, and about my role with you. You have 

graciously welcomed, oriented, and connected me to this community. Among the many 

ministries and teams welcoming me aboard have been our staff and vestry; the board of LEAP; 

the monthly Eucharist at Croasdaile; Wednesday Prayer and Share; and the team caring for St. 

Luke’s beautiful grounds. As Covid conditions permit, over the next months I look forward to 

getting to know even more of you and to entering more deeply into the life of this parish.  

 

As interim rector, my sojourn with you is designed to be temporary. I can’t say for sure how long 

I will be among you; that depends mostly on when a new, permanent rector is called. I imagine 

I’ll be with St. Luke’s through Easter or Pentecost (or so) of 2023. That’s long enough to get to 

know St. Luke’s pretty well, and it’s long enough to do some praying, thinking, and working 

together.  

 

Questions I’ll be inviting you to pray and think about in this next year or so include: what is St. 

Luke’s special gift? In what particular way(s) does and can St. Luke’s join in the Triune God’s 

mission in Durham and beyond? What is the present state of our relationships with each other, 

and with our neighbors outside St. Luke’s? Are there any ways those relationships might need to 

change? Where are you sensing God might be calling St. Luke’s in this next phase of the parish’s 

life?  

 

I write these questions knowing that some of y’all are exhausted by the last couple of years; 

some are energized; and some have a variety of feelings, not all of which are easy to identify. 

Many of us carry a lot of grief. Whatever your thoughts and feelings, I hope you will share them 

with each other, with your vestry, with me, and with God in prayer. In the months to come, you 

will have the opportunity to share your thoughts and feelings, concerns, hopes, and questions in a 

variety of congregational meetings. Watch out for invitations to those, and please attend.  

 

You should know I’m not involved in the search for your next rector. Working with Catherine 

Massey, our diocesan canon for transition, the vestry will design a search process and call a 

search committee. The vestry and the committee will keep you updated, and will request your 

input in the process. Please participate, and pray for the committee, vestry, and rector candidates.  

 

If I can be helpful in any way, if you have a pastoral need or a prayer request, or if you’d just like 

to talk, please be in touch. You can reach me at interim-rector@stlukesdurham.org or 919-699-

5202.  

 

Christ’s peace be with you, 

 

Rhonda 
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