
 1 

  

May 2022 

From the Interim Rector  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

This Easter greeting has been used by Jesus’ 

disciples for centuries. It echoes the words of 

God’s angel to Mary Magdalene and “the other 

Mary” (probably the mother of James and 

Joseph) at the empty tomb: “He is not here; for 

he has been raised, as he said.” Once Christians 

came to realize that Jesus 

had indeed been raised, 

the “alleluias” we repeat so 

often in the Easter season 

came naturally, because 

“hallelujah” in Hebrew 

(latinized to “alleluia”) means “Let us praise the 

Lord.” 

In Easter, we praise God for Jesus’s resurrection 

and for our own. We thank God for the promise 

of new life after our deaths, and for the new 

heaven and new earth—the whole new 

creation—that Scripture tells us to expect. And 

we thank God for the signs of resurrection we 

see all around us: in bodies healed, 

relationships mended, addictions and 

compulsions kept at bay, insights into ourselves 

and others that let us embark on new chapters 

of our lives with excitement, acceptance, or 

both. 

In Easter, we celebrate resurrection and 

remember God’s promise of new life, but that 

doesn’t mean new life is always easy to spot. 

It’s not always clear what form of new life, 

exactly, God will bring forth from the spot 

where something, or someone, has come to an 

end. Sometimes, like our sisters Mary 

Magdalene and her friend Mary, we wait—a bit 

confused, maybe, but hopeful, too. 

A season of transition in a parish can be both a 

confusing and a hopeful time. One pastoral 

relationship has ended, and another won’t begin  

 

 

for over a year. I’m here to accompany you 

through this in-between time, and it’s an honor 

for me to do so. 

The rector transition is not the only significant 

change St. Luke’s is going through. Like so 

many other faith communities in this country 

(and around the world), we’re returning to in-

person activities after a couple of years of 

pandemic. A variety of activities have stopped, 

if not ended, and we need time to discern when 

and whether to pick them back up. Will every 

ministry in which St. Luke’s was active in early 

2020 come back this year? We don’t know. Will 

new ones emerge in 2022 or 2023? Maybe so. 

Discerning what to pick back up, what to lay 

down, and what new thing God may be inviting 

us into, requires listening—to God and to each 

other. Prayer is one important way we listen to 

and for God; I pray for St. Luke’s daily, and I 

hope you will too. 

This interim time is also a season to listen to 

each other. To help in that process, your vestry 

and I have scheduled four congregational 

meetings for this spring. We anticipate holding 

another series in the fall. Each meeting will last 

about an hour and a half. Each parishioner is 

asked to attend one meeting in the spring, and 

one in the fall. 

The spring meetings will take place on: 

Sunday 15 May right after church, in the nave 

Monday 23 May, 7 p.m., on Zoom 

Tuesday 24 May, 7 p.m., on Zoom 

Sunday 5 June right after church, in the nave. 

At the spring meetings, you will have the 

opportunity to share feelings, needs, and 

questions about transition at St. Luke’s.  

Continued on next page. 
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Continued from previous page. 

This sharing will take place in small groups and 

in the plenary. Everyone will be invited to 

speak; no one will be required to. 

Please come with open minds and hearts, 

prepared to speak from your own experience 

and to listen to others in a prayerful spirit. God 

will be with us to guide us, and to lead us into 

whatever new life will come next for St. Luke’s. 

Resurrection peace and joy be with you, 

Rhonda 

 
Volunteer for Worship! 

As we move toward a more typical worship 

service, there are many worship volunteer 

opportunities including acolytes, the 

altar guild, lay eucharistic ministers, 

lay readers, and ushers. Please 

reach out to Interim Rector Rhonda 

(interim-rector@stlukesdurham.org) 

or our parish administrator, Kathy 

Barnes (parish-

admin@stlukesdurham.org), if you 

would like to be trained for any of the following: 

 

Acolytes/Crucifers 

These roles have special significance and 

importance in the liturgical life of the church. 

The crucifer and acolytes lead the procession 

into and out of the church bearing the cross and 

torches respectively. The cross represents 

Christ, his death, and our redemption. The 

torches bring the light of Christ. 

Our acolyte/crucifer team may be composed of 

any person or age. Training is available.  

 

Altar Guild 

The women and men of St. Luke’s Altar Guild 

support parish worship services. Teams serve in 

rotation. They share responsibility for scheduled 

services which include Eucharists, weddings, 

funerals, baptisms, and other special events in 

the life of the parish. 

Before each Sunday service, they prepare the 

altar area and the elements for the celebration 

of the Eucharist. Additional duties include 

polishing the brass and silver, washing and 

ironing the linens, changing the seasonal 

liturgical hangings and cloths, and arranging 

flowers as needed. 

 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers are parishioners 

invited by the rector to serve and are trained to 

assist in administering Holy Communion on 

Sundays and at special services. They also take 

the sacrament to homebound parishioners.  

Certification through the diocese is facilitated by 

the parish administrator. Training is available.  

 

Lay Readers 

Lay readers are an integral part of our Sunday 

and special worship services. They read the Old 

and New Testament readings and lead us in 

intercessory and prayers of the people. Young 

people and adult parishioners may serve as lay 

readers. 

 

Ushers 

Ushers volunteer at services to welcome 

worshippers and help smooth the flow of 

events: 

• Welcoming people as they enter the 

church, answering questions, and 

directing people to church facilities 

• Assisting people in finding seats as 

needed and helping to seat late-comers 

quietly 

• Distributing service bulletins  

• Recording the number of people at the 

service, collecting the offering, and 

presenting the gifts of bread and wine  

• Guiding the youth/Godly Play back into 

church after the sermon 

• Directing people to the altar for 

communion 

• Observing the congregation for problems 

that may arise and assisting as 

necessary 

• Collecting used bulletins, replacing 

books, and straightening up after the 

service. 

 

In addition, the ushers serve at special services 

that occur during the year, including Christmas, 

Holy Week, and funerals. 

 

Individuals, couples, and families are all 

welcomed to volunteer as ushers. Training is 

available. 

  

Thanks to The Chapel of the Cross for the 
original wording, adapted by and for St. Luke’s. 
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Rector Search Update May 2022 
  

The vestry has been 

developing some 

thoughtful questions to 

pose to Search 

Committee candidates 

(easy ones about prior 

committee experience, 

etc. – don’t let it scare 

you away if you want to be considered!).  We 

are still in the Pre-Search phase and are hoping 

to review all Search Committee candidates over 

the summer and present the Search Committee 

chair(s) and full committee to the congregation 

by the end of the summer or early Fall. 

To that end, if you have given us your name, be 

assured we still have it and will soon be sending 

you the information form to fill out and send 

back. If you haven’t volunteered to be 

considered, you may receive a call from a 

vestry member asking you to consider being on 

the committee. We would like to build a 

committee that will represent the congregation 

broadly. 

Please plan on attending the congregational 

meetings in May and June (see the article about 

them in this newsletter) and then again in the 

fall (dates TBD). 

 

Please join me in praying for God to guide us 

throughout this process. 

Faithfully, 

Lisa D’Amico 

Sr. Warden, St. Luke’s vestry 

 

 

 

Vestry Minutes Available 
 

The vestry meets the third Monday of each 

month. Minutes of the meetings are taken and 

hard copies for viewing are kept in the Kramer 

Room library.  Because of COVID protocols and 

staff mostly working remotely, the church is 

normally kept locked. 

 

If you would like a copy of the minutes, please 

call or email Kathy (Parish Administrator) and 

request an electronic copy be sent to your 

email.  Or, if no computer access, you may also 

request a hard copy be mailed to you. 

 

 

Congregational meetings coming up! 

This spring and fall, as part of her work as our 

interim rector, Rhonda will be facilitating two 

sets of congregational meetings focusing 

specifically on transition. Each meeting will last 

about an hour and a half. Each parishioner is 

asked to attend one meeting in the spring, and 

one in the fall. 

The spring meetings will take place on: 

Sunday 15 May right after church, in the nave 

Monday 23 May, 7 p.m., on Zoom 

Tuesday 24 May, 7 p.m., on Zoom 

Sunday 5 June right after church, in the nave. 

At the spring meetings, you will have the 

opportunity to share feelings, needs, and 

questions about transition at St. Luke’s. This 

sharing will take place in small groups and in 

the plenary. Everyone will be invited to speak; 

no one will be required to. 

Please plan to attend one of these meetings! 

Your voice matters in taking stock of who St. 

Luke’s is and who we want to be, as we prepare 

to develop a parish profile and to call a new 

rector next year. 

 

Come One, Come All 
 

Our first St. Luke's Garden Workday 

is Saturday, May 21 from 8:00 to 10:00.  Plenty 

of shady, sunny, low or high energy tasks for 

all.  You might want to gather the pinecones by 

the Gray Building so they don't hurt little 

hands.  Or weed-eat the 

grass/weeds in the same 

area.  You might want to 

pick out the weeds in the 

liriope by the office door.  Or 

help plant the new 'Miss 

Huff' Lantana. 

 

Something for everyone and no green thumb is 

necessary.  Please bring a hat, water, and small 

tools for pulling weeds or pruning if you have 

them. 

 

Patty Michaels is the workday leader--grab her 

if you have any questions or email 

at pmichaels45@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:pmichaels45@gmail.com
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St. Luke’s Men’s Group 
 

Come, join us on the 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. in 

Johnson Hall. BYO dinner, dessert will be 

provided. For more information, contact Mark 

Karengin at elf022552@outlook.com . 

 

 
Celebrations of new ministry in the 

Durham convocation 
 
Please plan to join in two celebrations of new 

ministry in the month of May. On Thursday, 

May 12th at 6:30 p.m., Bishop Sam Rodman 

will preside at a Eucharist at St. Philip's, 

Durham, celebrating the new pastoral 

relationship between that parish and The Rev. 

Maryann Younger.  

 

And on May 25th at 5:30 p.m., Bishop Sam will 

preside at a Eucharist at The Episcopal Church 

of the Advocate in Chapel Hill, to celebrate the 

new pastoral relationship between that church 

and The Rev. Marion Sprott-Goldson. 

 

All Episcopalians in the area are welcome and 

encouraged to participate in these joyful 

thanksgivings. 

 

 
Annual Pauli Murray Service 
June 22, 7 p.m., at St. Titus', Durham, 

and via livestream 
 

The annual service to commemorate the life and 

work of the Reverend Dr. Pauli Murray will be 

held in person and online this year. Bishop Anne 

Hodges-Copple will officiate, and the Reverend 

Winnie Varghese, rector of St. Luke’s, Atlanta, 

will preach.  Ramon Holloway, St. Titus’ choir 

director and organist, is forming a choir from 

various churches within the Durham 

Convocation to perform during the service. 
 

Anna Pauline "Pauli" Murray was an American 

civil rights activist who became a lawyer, 

gender equality advocate, Episcopal priest and 

author. Drawn to the ministry, in 1977 Murray 

became the first Black woman to be ordained as 

an Episcopal priest. 
 

The service will be livestreamed from the 

church and broadcast through St. Titus' 

Facebook page and the diocesan YouTube 

channel. 

St. Luke’s Walkers 
 
You are invited to join St. Luke’s Walkers on 

Saturday, May 14th, at 1:00 to hike in the 

Brumley Forest Nature Preserve; the rain make-

up date is the 21st. The site description 

- Explore Brumley Forest Nature Preserve North 

| AllTrails.  

 
If you wish to join us, please let Karen Gray or 

Bill Gutknecht know by May 13th. Of course, if 

you just happen to be free on the 14th, please 

join us. The starting point is about 1500 feet 

west of University Station Road on Old NC 10; 

it’s at the northern parking lot, 3620 Old State 

Hwy 10. 

 

 

 

Fall Fling Scheduled! 
 

Mark your calendars and 

hold on to your donations for 

the Fall Fling (huge yard 

sale) October 15th!  Drop off 

scheduled for October 9 – 14 

to Johnson Hall.  The Fall 

Fling is St. Luke’s largest fundraiser for 

Outreach to the Durham community and will be 

happening in conjunction with the Pumpkin 

Patch!  What a great way to show off St. Luke’s! 

 

The committee can use your help in planning for 

a safe, long-awaited, community sale!  Please 

contact Joan Hodges (jehodges@me.com ), Lisa 

D’Amico (lisadamico333@gmail.com ), or Beth 

Bonner (laurabonner004@gmail.com ) to help.  

All proceeds go to Outreach. 

 

 

mailto:elf022552@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392
https://www.facebook.com/St-Titus-Episcopal-Church-Durham-139390652796392
https://www.youtube.com/c/EpiscopalDioceseofNorthCarolina
https://www.youtube.com/c/EpiscopalDioceseofNorthCarolina
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/trail/us/north-carolina/brumley-forest-nature-preserve-north?mobileMap=false&ref=sidebar-static-map&ref=sidebar-view-full-map
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/trail/us/north-carolina/brumley-forest-nature-preserve-north?mobileMap=false&ref=sidebar-static-map&ref=sidebar-view-full-map
mailto:jehodges@me.com
mailto:lisadamico333@gmail.com
mailto:laurabonner004@gmail.com
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Good News Garden Update 
 
As the weather warmed throughout April, the 

garden began showing all kinds of life.   

 

Chives, comfrey, oregano and one of our 

current bushes in the shady bed along the 

church side of Delaney Park are all happily 

growing.  Someone or something cut down our 

raspberries and crushed the other currant 

bush.  The raspberries were easily replaced.  It 

will take a little longer to replace the currant 

bush, but we will!   

 

In the early spring bed, sugar snap and snow 

peas are growing along with a few lettuce 

seedlings.  Beet seeds were also sprouting when 

last I checked.  We are still waiting to see if the 

lettuce and spinach seeds will sprout or if they 

need to be replaced with seedlings.   

 

We cleared the weeds out of the winter bed and 

found 

that we 

have a 

couple of 

rows of 

onions 

and garlic 

that 

should be 

ready for 

harvest 

sometime 

in June.  The broccoli and collards have started 

to flower which is lovely to behold as well as 

excellent bee forage.  Humans can eat the 

flowers too!  They taste a lot like broccoli 

florets.   

 

David and Althea Stanton came on April 1 to 

rototill the new summer bed after Mary Beth cut 

down the cover crop.  The cover crop was 

crimson clover, 

which fixes 

nitrogen in the 

soil to help feed 

future plantings, 

and winter rye 

which sends 

down deep roots 

to help break up 

the hard earth 

underneath our 

careful layers of 

cardboard, straw, compost and topsoil.  By 

rototilling the cut crop, David mixed together 

the soil with the organic matter in the freshly 

cut plants which will help them to break down 

quickly and increase the amount of organic 

matter in the soil for microbes and eventually 

plants to feed on.   

 

We will continue to meet at 3:00 on Friday 

afternoons for the month of May.  Please come 

and join us if you can, even if it's only to 

chat.  We spend as much time talking and 

visiting as we do working and love to see new 

faces.  If you have any questions you can reach 

Mary Beth at 919-224-9697.  If you would like 

to join us, but Fridays at 3:00 is not a good 

time for you, please get in touch.  We usually 

change to a new time for the summer months 

starting in June and may be able to 

accommodate you when we do.   

 

We hope to see you in the garden! 

 

Mary Beth, Greg, Linda, Carla, Hannah and 

Sarah 

 
 

We pray for those having birthdays during 
the month of May 

 
1 – Brian Gullett, Martha Lassiter 

2 – Karen Gray 

4 – Neil O’Toole 

5 – Mary Jane Moore 

6 -  Leroy May, Jia Brooks 

7 – Charles Baker 

8 – Sandra Rose, Kim Schwantes,  

      Mark Buchanan 

9 – Lizbeth Videau, Debbie Carter 

10 – Cathy Rimer-Surles, Peter Kariher 

11 – Van Blalock, Caroline Babb 

13 – Dot Borden 

14 – Debbie Stonehouse 

15 – Mary Etta King 

16 – Trinity Bailey, Cherie Wilson,  

       Tomas Rimer-Surles 

17 – Kirby Cook, Josette Sexton 

20 – Jean Willard, Phillip Bass, Katt Massey 

21 – Marleen Taflan 

22 – Bob Atwell, Jim Short 

28 – Kristi Duke 

29 – Morgan Hendrix 
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Pilgrimage Opportunities in 2022 
 

If two years at home have you ready to travel 

the world again there are two pilgrimage 

opportunities open to all in the Diocese of North 

Carolina. 

 

Botswana – Sept 22 – Oct 3, 2022 
 

The Diocese of 

North Carolina’s 

Botswana 

Companion Link 

Committee is 

pleased to 

announce plans 

for another 

pilgrimage to 

deepen our 

relationships with our siblings in Botswana.  The 

pilgrimage is from September 22 – October 3, 

2022, and is limited to 10-12 pilgrims.  The 

leaders are the rev. Miriam Saxon and the Rev. 

Warren Pittman.  Only a few spots remain and 

interest must be submitted ASAP. 
 

Learn more and apply at: 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8ukhn3  

 

 

Holy Land – Sept. 26 – Oct. 6, 2022 
 

Holy Trinity, 

Greensboro, invites 

all who would like to 

join them on a 

pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land and a 

journey in the steps 

of Jesus.  This 

pilgrimage will be a 

mixture of bus rides and short walks, and it will 

take place September 26 – October 6, 2022.  

For more information, please contact the Rev. 

David Umphlett (david@holy-trinity.com)  

 

Learn more and register at: 

https://tinyurl.com/4avzztev  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke’s E-Mail 

 

To add yourself to the e-mailing list, simply visit 

our web site at https://stlukesdurham.org/ , 

scroll down and enter your email address (just 

below our mission statement) and click the 

yellow button (“Join our email list”). You may 

hit unsubscribe at the bottom of any of our 

emails to have your name taken off the list in 

the future.  

 

Access ACS: 

Online directory, giving record & more 

If you do not have a sign-on for Access ACS, Go 

to:  https://goo.gl/L0JUu3  

1.    Click “Need a Login?”. 

2.    Enter your email address, first name and 

last name.  The suffix field is optional.  When 

you have entered the information, click the 

Register button.   

Note: Your First Name, Last Name and email 

address MUST match with our database, or you 

will not be given an account. Please contact the 

office if you are not sure which email address 

you gave us.  

3.    When you have received a confirmation 

email, return to the Access ACS link given 

above in this email and enter the username and 

password sent to you by email in the fields 

provided. 

 

 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8ukhn3
mailto:david@holy-trinity.com
https://tinyurl.com/4avzztev
https://stlukesdurham.org/
https://goo.gl/L0JUu3
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the art of living your faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Core Values 
The Art of Living Your Faith means welcoming all to experience God through... 

Worship (Rooted in Episcopal Liturgy and open to new ways of sharing our faith) 

Community (Building relationship, Respecting differences, Working together) 

Outreach (Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to serve Durham and North Carolina and the world) 

Compassionate Caring (Being with one another in both joys and sorrows) 

Growing in Christ (at all ages and stages) 
 

Vision and Mission Statements 

Vision: With God’s love and law written in our hearts, 
and drawing from the well of Christ’s living water, 

we strive to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 
Mission: Nurtured in Jesus, we welcome radically, serve gratefully, and love abundantly. 

 

St. Luke’s Staff 
Interim Rector:  The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee; interim-rector@stlukesdurham.org  

Priest Associate:   The Rev. James B. Craven, III; jbc64@mindspring.com  

Parish Administrator:  Kathy Barnes; parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org  

Music Director/Organist:  Kaye Saunders; kascarolina@gmail.com  

Nursery/Sunday Building Assistant:  Carol Joyner; cbear1872@gmail.com  

Vestry: vestry@stlukesdurham.org  

 

Class of 2022 – Lisa D’Amico, Julia Hoyle, Ted Triebel 

Class of 2023 – Beth Bonner, Mike Henry, Alan Schueler, Lera Williams 

Class of 2024 – Jeff Dawson, Bob King, Barbara Longmire, E. June Santa 

All contact information available on ACS. See page 6 for access. 

 

mailto:%20parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org
http://www.stlukesdurham.org/
mailto:interim-rector@stlukesdurham.org
mailto:jbc64@mindspring.com
mailto:parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org
mailto:kascarolina@gmail.com
mailto:cbear1872@gmail.com
mailto:vestry@stlukesdurham.org
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St. Luke’s at a Glance – May 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
9:30 am HE 
9:30 am Children’s 
Chapel CC JH 
 
 
 
 

2 3  4 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
6 pm Handbells 
7:30 Choir 

 5 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Bible Study by 
Zoom 

 

6 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 

7 
8 am Food Distribution 
at El Buen Pastor 
 
 

8 
9:30 am HE 

 
 
 
 

9 
 
6:30 pm Finance Cte 

10 
 
 
 

11  
8:45 Staff Mtg -Zoom 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
6 pm Handbells 
7:30 Choir 
 

12 
 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Bible Study by 
Zoom 
 

13 
 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 

14 
8 am Girl Scouts – JH 
9 am Vestry Retreat SR 
10 am MP at Croasdaile 

15     
 
9:30 am HE 
9:30 am Children’s 
Chapel CC JH 
10:30 Parish Transition 
Meeting – N 
 
 

16 
 
6:30 pm Vestry 

17 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Dinner - JH 
 

18 
 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
6 pm Handbells 
7:30 Choir 

19  
 
11 am Music Lessons 
 
7 pm Bible Study by 
Zoom 
 

20 
 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 

21 
 
8 am Work Day 

22   
Newsletter Deadline 
9:30 am HE 
Blessing of Solar Panels 
11 Website Review - JH 

23 
 
7 Parish Transition 
Meeting - Zoom 

24 
 
11 am HE at 
Croasdaile 
7 Parish Transition 
Meeting - Zoom 
 
 

25  
8:45 Staff Mtg -Zoom 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
6 pm Handbells 
7:30 Choir 

26   
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Bible Study by 
Zoom 

 

27 
 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 
 

28 
 
9:30 am Girl Scouts JH 

29 
9:30 am HE 
12:30 pm Girl Scouts 
JH 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

 

31 
 
 
 

   
 
 

HE = Holy Eucharist 
MP = Morning Prayer 

JH = Johnson Hall 
KR = Kramer Room 
GB = Gray Bldg 
N = Nave  
CC = Children’s Chapel 
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