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August 18, 2022 

 

Dear People of St. Luke’s, 

 

I write to you with a sense of joy and excitement at the discernment that has been announced to 

shift your transition pathway from the traditional interim process to a Rector Time Certain 

model. The clarity around this decision was remarkable and unanimous. I should also add that 

for this to happen is unusual. And while it is a rare occurrence, there are some good and 

compelling reasons why your Bishop, the vestry, our Canon for Transition, as well as your 

Rector Time Certain all came to the same clarity in our discernment. 

 

First, as we listened to your voices over the past eight months the question kept coming up - 

could we discern and explore the possibility that the Holy Spirit is inviting us to consider 

working with Rhonda beyond the interim period. 

 

Second, there was a clear and deeply felt sense, as we prayerfully held our hearts open to this 

possibility, of a consistent and compelling message that this was of God. In other words, 

sometimes God does call us to set aside the traditional model or pathway and the prevailing 

wisdom of best practices in order to see if God is about to do a new thing - we might call this 

“discerning outside the box.” 

 

Third, and perhaps most compelling is the growing sense of trust in this community: trust in 

God, in one another, and in the future potential and possibility for St. Luke’s. 

 

In other words we were looking at this from a variety of perspectives and it seemed that the Holy 

Spirit was working among us and also within us, to lead us in this new direction. 

 

Please know of my continuing prayers for you and my confidence that “the God who has begun a 

good work in you will bring it to completion.” 

 

I am grateful to you and to Rhonda and your vestry for your faithfulness and openness. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Samuel S. Rodman 

Bishop, Diocese of North Carolina   

 

 


