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January 2023

 

Looking Ahead to a Year of Renewal 

Friends, as I write it’s the final week of Advent. 

We’re waiting for Jesus to be born, and we’re 

waiting for him to come again in glory to make 

the whole creation new.  

Christians have been waiting a long time for 

Jesus Christ’s return. (At least, it seems a long 

time to us—probably not to God, though.) 

Fortunately, God’s promise to make things new 

isn’t restricted to Jesus’s return at some future, 

unknown time. God is always working, weaving, 

playing to renew you and me, our lives, our 

neighbors, our relationships, right now. We see 

that truth in Jesus’s work of healing, teaching, 

and even raising the dead; and we see it most 

clearly in his own resurrection.  

On the 31st of December, I will have been with 

St. Luke’s a whole year. 2022 was a year of 

rebuilding: we regathered in person to worship, 

enjoy fellowship, learn, and serve together. It 

was a year when we looked toward the past, 

sharing feelings and concerns that the last 

couple of years had brought up, and when we 

started to look ahead to the next couple, too, 

naming some hopes and dreams. By your 

participation in our life together, by sharing 

your gifts and pledging your future support, you 

showed your eagerness to strengthen St. Luke’s 

again.  

As we continue to rebuild in the wake of COVID-

19 and conflict, 2023 will be a year of renewal 

for St. Luke’s. We will continue to renew our 

friendships and the mutual support for which 

our parish is known. We will offer new 

opportunities to learn together, like the “Rector 

and friends” Bible study on second and fourth 

Tuesday evenings on Zoom (see the 

announcement on page 2). We will look anew at 

all our assets—our money, our buildings, our 

relationships—and ask how they can all serve as 

energy for our mission. Speaking of mission, we 

will pray, converse, and listen together to  

 

determine where—to what work and play—God 

is calling us now. And then we will discern, 

together, how to start along that path.  

I’m excited about what this new year holds in 

store for St. Luke’s. I hope each of you will find 

ways to join in the renewal of our parish, which 

promises to renew all of us, too. And I hope you 

will invite friends and neighbors to join in this 

adventure.  

Jesus Christ’s peace, love, and renewal be with 

you, 

Rhonda 

New Vestry Officers 
  

As a new calendar year begins, we give thanks 

for Lisa D'Amico's service as senior warden 

through 2022. And with gratitude, we welcome 

our vestry officers for 2023: Jeff Dawson as our 

new senior warden, June Santa as our returning 

junior warden, Julia Hoyle as our returning 

treasurer, and Bill Mahony as our returning 

clerk. Please support these faithful lay ministers 

as they work for the good of St. Luke's and our 

mission.    
 

Annual Meeting January 22 
 

Please make sure to attend St. Luke’s annual 

meeting between services on Sunday, January 

22nd. You’ll hear the 2023 budget and have the 

opportunity to ask questions about the past 

year and the one ahead. See you in Johnson 

Hall at 9 o'clock on the 22nd! 
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New “Rector and friends Bible study” 
starting in January 

Second and fourth Tuesdays, 
7 to 8:15 p.m. 

On Zoom 
 

Please plan to participate in our new, twice-

monthly Bible study, led by Rector Time Certain 

Rhonda Lee. In January, we’ll start by reading 

Ecclesiastes, an intriguing book in the Wisdom 

tradition of the Bible. The author of Ecclesiastes 

is older, has seen a lot, and has some thoughts 

about how to live faithfully in this flawed world. 

After Ecclesiastes, we’ll decide which book to 

read next.  

You won’t have to prepare in advance for our 

sessions, although you’re welcome to read 

ahead if you’d like. We’ll read and discuss the 

text together.  

At our first session on 10 January, Rhonda will 

give some background about Ecclesiastes, and 

then we’ll start reading together. If you’d like to 

prepare in advance you can read the first 

chapter.  

The Zoom link will be in the weekly electronic 

announcements. You can also obtain it by 

emailing Rhonda or our parish coordinator, Mike 

Sistrom.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865462615 

A special request: When logging into the Zoom 

meeting, please make sure your “screen name” 

is your actual name—not, for example, “iPad” or 

“Mom” or another nickname. This helps reduce 

the possibility of “Zoom-bombing”: random 

people joining the meeting simply to harass us. 

If you don’t know how to change your screen 

name, Rhonda or someone else at church will 

be happy to help you. 

 

Sunday Adult Learning  
in Epiphany and Lent 

 
8 and 15 January: Icon writer and St. Luke’s 

member Mimi Games will make a two-part 

presentation on icons.  

 

22 January: Annual parish meeting; no adult 

learning 

 

29 January and 5 February: St. Luke’s 

members, Julia Hoyle and Patty Michaels, will 

make a two-part presentation on their 2020 

pre-pandemic Diocesan pilgrimage to Israel and 

the West Bank.  

 

19 and 26 February and 5, 12, and 26 March: 

Each week, Rector Rhonda Lee will lead a 

discussion comparing the texts for the day from 

the Revised Common Lectionary (the lectionary 

we use on Sundays) to the texts offered in The 

Rev. Dr. Wilma C. Gafney’s newly-published A 
Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church 

(Church Publishing Inc.). To learn more about 

The Rev. Dr. Gafney and this lectionary, check 

out 

https://www.wilgafney.com/womenslectionary/  

 

Unless otherwise noted, all sessions will start at 

9:10 a.m. in the Kramer Room just off the 

north-side narthex. Please plan to join, and 

invite a friend!  

 

A Big “Thank You” from Share Your 
Christmas 

Thank you to everyone who donated to this 

year’s Share your Christmas effort.  You were 

extremely generous!  We were able to distribute 

more than 100 gifts plus nearly $3,000 in 

donations to 83 neighbors, including St. Luke’s-

identified families, veterans at Maple Court, and 

folks staying at the Ronald McDonald House.  In 

addition, we sent approximately 30 presents to 

the Durham County Animal Shelter.  

 

Even though they did not formally participate in 

Share Your Christmas this year, we also 

received and sent $150 in donations to the LEAP 

program. 

Because of your generosity, St. Luke’s was able 

to brighten many neighbors’ Christmases this 

year! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865462615
https://www.wilgafney.com/womenslectionary/
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St. Phocas Garden News 
 

What We've Been Doing 

In spite of the cold 

weather, we have 

been busy in 

the garden.  We had 

a final harvest of 

green tomatoes and 

peppers in late 

November, then 

turned our attention 

to improving the soil 

in our beds for spring 

planting and 

increasing the overall 

fertility of the 

garden.  David Stanford tilled four out of our six 

beds while we built a hugelkultur bed in the 

fifth.   

The sixth bed was 

buried under a tarp and 

extra soil from the 

hugelkultur bed.  David 

has promised to return 

and till it up later 

now that the project 

is done.  We added compost and straw to all of 

the beds and also added compost to a new area 

where we plan to install pollinator plants to 

encourage pollination and beneficial insects in 

the garden.  

 What's Coming in January 

We will take a short break to celebrate 

Christmas and the New Year, then gather to 

discuss our plans for the upcoming growing 

year.  Date, Time and Place to be decided.  If 

you are interested in joining us, please follow 

this link and say "yes" or "if need be" to all time 

slots that will work for you.  We'll let you know 

the final decision on 12/30.   

Consider the Lilies 

It seems particularly difficult to trust in God to 

take care of our personal needs these days 

when inflation, gun violence, open racism and 

the temperature of our planet all seem to be on 

the rise.  Yet it also seems that without our 

trust in God some days feel like they are just 

too much to get through.  Luke 12:22-34 

encourages us not to worry for our future, our 

lives or our personal needs because God's got 

us.  We often hear the phrase "consider the 

lilies", but what does it really mean?   

In Luke 12:24 Jesus points out that the ravens 

neither sow nor reap, they have neither 

storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 

them.  In Luke 12:27 Jesus tells us to consider 

the lilies, how they grow, neither toiling nor 

spinning yet even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like they are.  In Luke 12:34 Jesus 

points out that where your treasure is, your 

heart will also be.  So we are asked to trust that 

we will get what we need, food and clothing, 

and that it will be more than enough, not 

because we store things up, but because we are 

infinitely beloved.   

The imagery is beautiful, but what is our current 

connection to ravens and lilies, plants and 

creatures at home in the world, getting what 

they need and unconcerned for their future or 

appearance?  How do we better define the 

treasure of our hearts?   

Keep your eye on this section of the newsletter 

for further explorations on these questions and 

how it all relates to gardening.   

How to Get Involved 

Email murbith@gmail.com if you are not already 

on the Good News Gardens email list and would 

like to receive weekly updates.  Or speak to 

Carla Knipp at Saint Luke's or Greg Jacobs at 

Saint Titus if you would like more 

information.  Happy Gardening! 

 
 

Come to Mulching Day 

All are welcome for some exercise and fun 

spreading mulch at St. Luke’s. January 21, 8-

10am. Bring spreaders, pitchforks, gloves, and 

a wheelbarrow, if you can. Contact Daniel 

Emory with questions. 

Daniel.emory15@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 
 

https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/aAN3g71b
https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/aAN3g71b
mailto:murbith@gmail.com
mailto:Daniel.emory15@gmail.com
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St. Luke’s Men’s Group 
 

Come, join us on the 3rd 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. in Johnson 

Hall. BYO dinner, dessert will be 

provided. For more information, 

contact Mark Karengin at 

elf022552@outlook.com. 

 
St. Luke’s Needlework Ministry 

(formerly Prayer Shawl Ministry) 
 

Attention all Needleworkers (knitters, 

crocheters, seamsters …)  The St. Luke’s 

Needlework Ministry will next meet on January 

18th in the Kramer Room.   

We do our work at home 

and meet once a month 

on the third Wednesday 

from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. to 

knit/crochet/sew and 

enjoy each other's company.  However, it is not 

necessary to attend the meetings to 

participate.  Come join us while we make warm 

scarves and hats for our homeless neighbors, 

chemo caps for the Durham Blood Cancer 

Center, and Prayer Shawls for people who are 

ill, recovering or grieving.  For more information 

contact Grams Gutknecht 

at gramsg@nc.rr.com or 919-489-1123 

 
From the Parish Register 

 

We pray for those who have died: Joyce Avery, 

Lucie Hall Fitzgerald, mother of Ginny Brooks. 

 

We give thanks for those having January 

birthdays: 

3 Marcia Slaughter 

4 Monnie Riggin, Rich Kells 

5 Carlton Brown 

7 Marleigh Nelson 

9 Nancy Laney 

11 John Wyman, Sally Hodges-Copple 

13 Bob Moore 

21 Kelly Farrell-Sexton 

22 Craig Galunas 

24 Hope Galunas 

25 Bruce Higgins 

26 Sandra Jacobi, Nancy Mamlin 

27 Connie Pierpoint 

29 Marcia Jones 

30 Jim Fuller, Randy Griffin 

31 Laurie Renard, Janey Ramsey 

 
 

Parish Directory Coming 

The new directory will be published later this 

month. Please have updates to Mike by January 

15. Parish-coord@stlukesdurham.org 

 

2023 Sunday Flower 
Calendar Available 

 

The cost to offer flowers 

on a Sunday is $70. 

Please let Mike know in 

whose honor or memory 

they are given. 

 
 

Change of Address 
 

Marie Jarvis 

Peak Resources-Brookshire 

300 Meadowlands Dr, Unit #528 

Hillsborough, NC  27278 

(919) 245-6918 
 

St. Luke’s E-Mail 
 

To add yourself to the e-mailing list, simply visit 

our web site at https://stlukesdurham.org/ , 

scroll down and enter your email address (just 

below our mission statement) and click the 

yellow button (“Join our email list”). You may 

hit unsubscribe at the bottom of any of our 

emails to have your name taken off the list in 

the future.  

 

Access ACS: 
Online directory, giving record & more 

If you do not have a sign-on for Access ACS, Go 

to:  https://goo.gl/L0JUu3  

1.    Click “Need a Login?”. 

2.    Enter your email address, first name and 

last name.  The suffix field is optional.  When 

you have entered the information, click the 

Register button.   

Note: Your First Name, Last Name and email 

address MUST match with our database, or you 

will not be given an account. Please contact the 

office if you are not sure which email address 

you gave us.  

3.    When you have received a confirmation 

email, return to the Access ACS link given 

above in this email and enter the username and 

password sent to you by email in the fields 

provided. 

 

 

mailto:elf022552@outlook.com
mailto:gramsg@nc.rr.com
mailto:Parish-coord@stlukesdurham.org
https://stlukesdurham.org/
https://goo.gl/L0JUu3
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Ministries this Month 
 

January 1 

8 am 

Crucifer – Randy Griffin 

Chalice – Jan Freeman 

Lay Reader – Jan Freeman 

10:30 am 

Chalice – Lisa D’Amico, June Santa 

LEM (host) – Donald Hamm 

Lay Reader – Robin Arcus 

Crucifer – Julie Hege 

Verger – Lisa D’Amico 

Ushers – Beth Bonner, Bill Mahoney 

Livestream – Bill Gutknecht 

Healing Minister – Kristi Duke 

Altar Guild – Grams Gutknecht, Joanne Hooker, 

Mary Jane Moore, Jean Willard, John Willard 

 

January 8 

8 am 

Crucifer – John Willard 

Chalice – John Willard 

Lay Reader – Manfred Emmrich 

10:30 am 

Chalice – Hetty Kaiserlik, Valleri Callahan 

LEM (host) – Patty Michaels 

Lay Reader – Joan Hodges 

Crucifer – Julie Hege  

Verger – Patty Michaels 

Ushers –Nora Hammond, Bill Gutknecht 

Livestream – Lisa D’Amico 

Healing Minister – Mark Karengin 

Altar Guild – Nora Hammond, Beth Bonner, 

Peter Kariher, Kelley Lawton 

 

January 15 

8 am 

Crucifer – Randy Griffin 

Chalice – Elaine Scagnelli 

Lay Reader – John Willard 

10:30 am 

Chalice – June Santa, Randy Griffin 

LEM (host) – Donald Hamm 

Lay Reader – Nancy Wyman 

Crucifer – June Santa 

Verger – Mike Henry  

Ushers – Beth Bonner, Bill Charping 

Livestream – Mark Karengin 

Healing Minister –Wendy Cook 

Altar Guild – LaRue Dedrick, Hetty Kaiserlik, 

Martha Lassiter, Lera Williams 

 

 

 

 

January 22 

8 am 

Crucifer – Elaine Scagnelli 

Chalice – John Willard 

Lay Reader – Elaine Scagnelli 

10:30 am 

Chalice – Patty Michaels, Hetty Kaiserlik 

LEM (host) – Lisa D’Amico 

Lay Reader – Karen Gray 

Crucifer – Julie Hege 

Verger – Mike Henry  

Ushers – Babs Wise, Peter Kariher 

Livestream – Steve Dedrick 

Healing Minister –Mark Karingen 

Altar Guild – Kay Gresham, Joanne Hooker, 

Mary Jane Moore, Jean Willard, John Willard 

 

January 29 

8 am 

Crucifer – John Willard 

Chalice – Randy Griffin 

Lay Reader – Jan Freeman 

10:30 am 

Chalice – Valleri Callahan, Terrie Blalock 

LEM (host) – Randy Griffin 

Lay Reader – Robin Arcus 

Crucifer – Randy Griffin 

Verger – Lisa D’Amico 

Ushers – Bill Mahony, Nora Hammond 

Livestream – Mark Karengin 

Healing Minister –Wendy Cook 

Altar Guild – Nora Hammond, Beth Bonner, 

Peter Kariher, Kelly Lawton 

 

January Offering Counters: Nancy Mamlin, 

Karen Gray 
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Christmas & Choirs 2022 
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the art of living your faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Core Values 
The Art of Living Your Faith means welcoming all to experience God through... 

Worship (Rooted in Episcopal Liturgy and open to new ways of sharing our faith) 

Community (Building relationship, Respecting differences, Working together) 

Outreach (Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to serve Durham and North Carolina and the world) 

Compassionate Caring (Being with one another in both joys and sorrows) 

Growing in Christ (at all ages and stages) 
 

Vision and Mission Statements 

Vision: With God’s love and law written in our hearts, 
and drawing from the well of Christ’s living water, 

we strive to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 
Mission: Nurtured in Jesus, we welcome radically, serve gratefully, and love abundantly. 

 

St. Luke’s Staff 
Rector time certain:  The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee; rector@stlukesdurham.org  

Priest Associate:   The Rev. James B. Craven, III; jbc64@mindspring.com  

Parish Coordinator:  Mike Sistrom; parish-coord@stlukesdurham.org  

Music Director-Organist:  Kaye Saunders; kascarolina@gmail.com  

Nursery-Sunday Building Assistant:  Carol Joyner; cbear1872@gmail.com  

Vestry: vestry@stlukesdurham.org  
 

Class of 2023 – Beth Bonner, Mike Henry, Alan Schueler, Lera Williams 

Class of 2024 – Jeff Dawson, Bob King, E. June Santa, Babs Wise 
Class of 2025: Bill Gutknecht, Donald Hamm, Joan Hodges, Patty Michaels 

All contact information available on ACS. See page 4 for access. 

mailto:%20parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org
http://www.stlukesdurham.org/
mailto:rector@stlukesdurham.org
mailto:jbc64@mindspring.com
mailto:parish-admin@stlukesdurham.org
mailto:kascarolina@gmail.com
mailto:cbear1872@gmail.com
mailto:vestry@stlukesdurham.org
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St. Luke’s at a Glance – January 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
8 am HE 
10:30 am HE 

2 3   
 

4 
 

5 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Lay-led Bible 
Study by Zoom 
 

6 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 

 
 

7 
7:30 am Food 
Distribution at El 
Buen Pastor 
9 am Altar Guild – N 
10am Girl Scouts - JH 

8  
8 am HE 
9:10 Adult Learning – 
KR 
10:30 am HE 
1 pm Girl Scouts – JH 
 

9 
6:30 pm VESTRY 
meeting (no Finance 
meeting in January) 
 

10 
7pm-Rector & 
Friends Bible Study 
on Zoom 

11 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
5:30 Bells - N 
7 pm Choir Reh - N 

12 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Lay-led Bible 
Study by Zoom 

13 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 
 

14 
9 am Altar Guild – N 

15  
Newsletter Deadline 
8 am HE 
9:10 Adult Learning – 
KR 
10:30 am HE 

16 Office closed 

 

17 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Dinner – JH 
 

18 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
1:30 Needlework - 
KR 
5:30 Bells - N 
7 pm Choir Reh – N 
7 pm Evangelism 
Cte on Zoom 

19 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Lay-led Bible 
Study by Zoom 
 

20 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 

21 
8am Mulch spreading 
9 am Altar Guild – N 
10 am Girl Scouts - 
JH 
 

22 
8 am HE 
10:30 am HE 
9 Annual meeting-JH 
1 pm Girl Scouts – JH 

23 
 
 

24 
11am HE at 
Croasdaile 
7pm-Rector & 
Friends Bible Study 
on Zoom 

25 
11:30 am Prayer & 
Share by Zoom 
5:30 Bells - N 
7 pm Adult Choir 
Rehearsal – Nave 

26 
11 am Music Lessons 
7 pm Lay-led Bible 
Study by Zoom 
 

27 
1 pm Connections & 
Support by Zoom 
 
 

28 
9 am Altar Guild - N 

29 
8 am HE 
9:10 Adult Learning – 
KR 
10:30 am HE 

30 
 

31 
 
 

 
 
 

 HE = Holy Eucharist 
MP = Morning Prayer 
 

JH = Johnson Hall 
KR = Kramer Room 
GB = Gray Bldg 
N = Nave  
CC = JH Children’s 
Chapel 
MR = JH Music Room 

 


