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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

January 29, 2023, 8 a.m. 
 

We are delighted to worship with you.  
 

Masks are now optional for all vaccinated individuals but remain recommended. 

Diocesan policy requires that unvaccinated persons wear a mask at all times during 

worship and in meetings. Masks are available in the narthexes at the entrances of the 

church for anyone who needs one. Please remember that being indoors and singing 

unmasked can elevate the possibility of Covid transmission. Getting vaccinated and 

boosted, wearing masks and refraining from physical contact are important precautions 

for your own health and that of your neighbors. 

If you have any cold-like or flu-like symptoms, please stay home. If you are unwell and 

need the church’s assistance, please let us know. 

 

Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The congregation then joins in saying the following.   
                                                             

Gloria Celebrant and People      

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly 

King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 

hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 

are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant 

us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons please sit 
 

Reader:  A reading from Micah (6: 1-8) 

Hear what the LORD says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

and he will contend with Israel. 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 

with calves a year old? 
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Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Reader        The Word of the Lord. 

People         Thanks be to God. 

 

Reader will lead the praying of the Psalm. 
 

Psalm 15 
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  

who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,  

who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 

he does no evil to his friend;  

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected,  

but he honors those who fear the LORD. 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong  

and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain,  

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things  

shall never be overthrown. 
 

Reader:  A Reading from First Corinthians (1:18-31) 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
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“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Reader        The Word of the Lord. 

People         Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel         Matthew 5:1-12                   

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord. 

People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

 

Sermon                             The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee 

 

The Nicene Creed 
      

We believe in one God,     

 the Father, the Almighty,     

 maker of heaven and earth,     

 of all that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,    

 the only Son of God,      

 eternally begotten of the Father,    

 God from God, Light from Light,    

 true God from true God,     

 begotten, not made,      

 of one Being with the Father.     

 Through him all things were made.    

 For us and for our salvation     

    he came down from heaven:    

 by the power of the Holy Spirit    

      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,    

    and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried.      

 On the third day he rose again      

    in accordance with the Scriptures;     
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 he ascended into heaven                                                

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    

 He will come again in glory 

               to judge the living and the dead,     

    and his kingdom will have no end.      

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.      

 With the Father and the Son         

     he is worshiped and glorified.      

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.         

We acknowledge one baptism       

for the forgiveness of sins.     

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  (Form VI, Book of Common Prayer 392) 

(On Facebook we invite you to share prayer requests in the comment line.) 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either 

silently or aloud.  

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Sam and Jennifer our Bishops, and all bishops and 

other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

Remembering everyone on our parish prayer list, and others we may mention now, we 

pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 
 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We give thanks for the birth of 

Everett Patrick Stonehouse, the first grandchild for Debbie and Jon Stonehouse. 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep  

you in eternal life.  Amen.   

 

The Peace 

Celebrant     The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People          And also with you. 

The people stay in place during the peace. Feel free to wave, bow, or show the peace sign 

to others. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Announcements 

 

The Holy Communion    
 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized persons, from any tradition, are invited to take communion.  Baptized children of all ages are 

included in this invitation. If you require a gluten-free communion wafer, please indicate this by 

holding out your hands palms facing down. Those who do not wish to receive communion are welcome 

to come forward to receive a blessing from the clergy. Simply cross your arms across your chest to 

indicate this. The ushers will direct the congregation to the altar rail, row by row.   Please alert an usher if 

you would like to receive communion from your seat. Please see the note regarding intinction on pg. 15. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B (BCP p. 367) 

The people remain standing.  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to our God. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the celebrant proceeds: 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 
 

Here the celebrant adds a proper preface. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels  

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 

death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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People  We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send 

your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 

and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 

your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread and Wine 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.  
Please be seated until the usher guides you to communion. 
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Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Usher will direct those present to receive communion at this time.  If you are unable to come 

forward (or feel the need to stay socially distant), let the usher know and the priest will bring the 

bread to you. 
 

 

Act of Reception, to be prayed by anyone who has not received communion who desires to. 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 

your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly all 

members of St. Luke’s, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all 

the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death and 

resurrection, for the means of grace and hope of glory. 
 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time 

receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 

embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me from 

you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom 

and unending peace.  Amen.  
(from St. Augustine’s Prayerbook, permission by Forward Movement.) 

 

Postcommunion Prayer  Please stand as you are able. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal   
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Preacher, Presider: The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee 

Crucifer – John Willard 

Chalice – John Willard 

Lay Reader, Intercessor – Manfred Emmrich 

Altar Guild – Nora Hammond, Beth Bonner, Peter Kariher, Kelley Lawton 
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Announcements 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and the memory of Carol Eilber and Paul 

Scagnelli, late spouses of Charles Eilber and Elaine Scagnelli, by Elaine Scagnelli. 

 

Our Nursery is now open Sunday mornings from 9 to 11:30 a.m. for infants through 

children aged five.  Both the nursery attendants are fully vaccinated and boosted and will 

be wearing masks. 

 

New Lay Leaders Wanted. Thanks to everyone who's already responded to Rev. Dr. 

Lee's call for new Lay Leaders.  We could always use more, especially for the 8am 

service. If you're interested in volunteering, you can sign up on one of the sheets in the 

Sprague Room.  We'll be launching a new and improved, easy to use, automated system 

of Lay Leader scheduling before February 12th. 

  

The St. Luke’s Needlework Ministry meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 

starting, Feb. 15 in the Kramer Room from 1:30 – 3:30 pm.  Contact Grams Gutknecht 

for more information. gramsg@nc.rr.com. 

 

St. Luke’s Walkers, 2:00 p.m., January 28, 2023, Buckquarter Creek Trail, Eno River 

State Park. After a break of more than two years, St. Luke’s Walkers are ready to go. 

This outing for St. Luke’s Walkers will take place at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 28th 

with a rain date of February 4th. We will be hiking the Buckquarter Creek Trail. Take 

Cole Mill Road northwest, cross over Pleasant Green Rd., and go all the way to the end 

of the park driveway to the circular parking lot. The 1.5-mile trail is considered 

“moderate”, so good walking shoes and walking sticks are recommended.  If you want to 

join in, please send a message to Karen Gray (919-612-0331) or Bill Gutknecht (919-

672-2153). 

 

Singing Opportunity for Children. Our wonderful St. Cecilia children’s choir was 

suspended during the pandemic. We are now offering a 45-minute singing time on 

Sunday mornings for children in grades 2 and above who wish to sing in some Sunday 

services. Each session is Sunday at 11:45 (later if church runs late) in the music room in 

Johnson Hall. Please contact Kaye if you have a child, grandchild, or family member who 
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is interested. 

  

Sunday Adult Learning in Epiphany and Lent 

Please note: on Sundays when no adult learning is offered, we will enjoy extended 

fellowship time. 

Today and 5 February: St. Luke’s members Julia Hoyle and Patty Michaels will make a 

two-part presentation on their pre-pandemic diocesan pilgrimage to Israel and the West 

Bank. 

Feb. 12. Meet Kate, the new Deacon. 

19 and 26 February and 5, 12, and 26 March: Each week, Rector Rhonda Lee will lead a 

discussion comparing the texts for the day from the Revised Common Lectionary (the 

lectionary we use on Sundays) to the texts offered in The Rev. Dr. Wilma C. Gafney’s 

newly-published A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church (Church Publishing Inc.). 

To learn more about The Rev. Dr. Gafney and this lectionary, check out 

https://www.wilgafney.com/womenslectionary/ . 

Unless otherwise noted, all sessions will start at 9:10 a.m. in the Kramer Room just off 

the north-side narthex. Please plan to join, and invite a friend! 

 

Annual Diocesan Celebration of the Feast of Blessed Absalom Jones. The annual 

celebration of the Feast of Blessed Absalom Jones is taking place February 11 at Saint 

Augustine's University. The service begins at 10 a.m. and will feature the preaching of 

the Rev. Dr. Allen Robinson, rector of Grace Church in Brooklyn Heights and an alum of 

Saint Augustine’s University. A reception will follow. 

The service will be livestreamed 

(http://https://onrealm.org/episdionc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=OTUzNGU5

Y2QtZmI5ZC00MGY3LWI2NzEtYWY5NTAxMDJiMDQx, but for those who would 

like to attend in person, please mark your calendars to join us and please register so that 

the organizers know how many to expect for the reception.  

 

“Rector and friends Bible study” second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 to 8:15 p.m. 

on Zoom. Please plan to participate in our twice-monthly Bible study, led by Rector Time 

Certain Rhonda Lee. In January, we’ll start by reading Ecclesiastes, an intriguing book in 

the Wisdom tradition of the Bible. The author of Ecclesiastes is older, has seen a lot, and 

has some thoughts about how to live faithfully in this flawed world. After Ecclesiastes, 

http://https/onrealm.org/episdionc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=OTUzNGU5Y2QtZmI5ZC00MGY3LWI2NzEtYWY5NTAxMDJiMDQx
http://https/onrealm.org/episdionc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=OTUzNGU5Y2QtZmI5ZC00MGY3LWI2NzEtYWY5NTAxMDJiMDQx
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865462615
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we’ll decide which book to read next. 

You won’t have to prepare in advance for our sessions, although you’re welcome to read 

ahead if you’d like. We’ll read and discuss the text together. 

 

A special request: When logging into the Zoom meeting, please make sure your “screen 

name” is your actual name—not, for example, “iPad” or “Mom” or another nickname. 

This helps reduce the possibility of “Zoom-bombing”: random people joining the meeting 

simply to harass us. If you don’t know how to change your screen name, Rhonda or 

someone else at church will be happy to help you. 

 

During the Eucharist, the consecrated wine will be available to all and communion will 

be received around the altar rail.  Reception of the Blood of Christ will be by intinction.  

Only the priest (or lay eucharistic minister) will lightly intinct the wafer for you, 

and then drop the wafer into your hand.  Communicants will not intinct their own 

wafers.  If you want to receive the wine, please approach the priest with your hands 

cupped in front of you, as most of us typically already do. If you do not want to receive 

the wine, please approach with your hands together as if in prayer, and then open them to 

receive the dry wafer. Please remember that the consecrated bread (or wine) alone does 

constitute full communion, and you may receive the wine, or not, as you feel led.  We 

believe this practice of distributing the wine, from a silver chalice and without the priest’s 

fingers touching the wine, is as safe as we can make it. 

 

We ask that if someone attends a service and then tests positive for Covid and others 

who may have come into close contact with them, that they please contact the rector or 

senior warden for both pastoral care needs and also to inform others who may have come 

into close contact with them.  
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Contact us: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  

 1737 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 phone 919-286-2273 

www.stlukesdurham.org          info@stlukesdurham.org 

The Rev. Dr. Rhonda M. Lee, rector time certain rector@stlukesdurham.org 

The Rev. James. B. Craven, III, priest associate jbc64@mindspring.com  

Music Director Kaye Saunders kascarolina@gmail.com 

Parish Coordinator Mike Sistrom parish-coord@stlukesdurham.org 

Vestry vestry@stlukesdurham.org 

Treasurer Julia Hoyle  Julia.Hoyle@stlukesdurham.org 

Class of 2023 – Beth Bonner, bethbonner@stlukesdurham.org:Mike Henry 

mikehenry@stlukesdurham.org 

Alan Schueler, alanschueler@stlukesdurham.org; Lera Williams, 

lerawilliams@stlukesdurham.org 

Class of 2024 – Jeff Dawson, senior warden, Jeff.dawson@stlukesdurham.org, Bob King, 

bob.king@stlukesdurham.org 

June Santa, junior warden, june.santa@stlukesdurham.org; Babs Wise, 

babs.wise@stlukesdurham.org 

Class of 2025-Bill Gutknecht, Bill,Gutknecht@stlukesdurham.org; Donald Hamm, 

hammdeal@mindspring.com; Joan Hodges, j.hodges@stlukesdurham.org; Patty Michaels, 

p.michaels@stlukesdurham.org 
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